The Commission on Teacher Credentialing has illustrated changes to the original text in the following manner: Text proposed to be added in the original notice is underlined, text to be deleted in the original notice is in strikethrough. Text proposed to be deleted in this notice is in bold and double strikethrough; text proposed to be added in this notice is underlined and bold.
15-Day Notice of Modifications to Proposed Rulemaking: Title 5. Education, Division 8 Commission on Teacher Credentialing 

Modifications to Proposed Amendments to California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Pertaining the New Education Specialist Credentials.

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the requirements of Government Code section 11346.8(c) and section 44 of Title 1 of the California Code of Regulations, that the Commission has proposed the following modifications to the proposed regulations. Any person who wishes to comment on the proposed modification to the text of the regulations may do so by submitting written comments postmarked beginning July 28, 2021, to the person indicated in the Contact Persons/Further Information section of this 15-Day Notice. 

A 45-day notice was posted in May of 2021 and the public comment period closed on June 29, 2021. No comments were received, and a public hearing was not requested or held. Text proposed to be deleted is in bold and double strikethrough, text proposed to be added in this notice is underlined and bold.

Any written comments are to be restricted to the modifications to the enclosed language. The Commission is not required to respond to comments received in response to this notice on other aspects of the proposed regulations. All written comments received or postmarked by August 19, 2021 which pertain to the modified text of the proposed regulations provided in this notice will be reviewed and responded to by Commission staff as part of the compilation of the rulemaking file.

Summary of Modifications
The Commission is proposing repealing the list of acceptable single subject areas in paragraphs (a)(4)(A) & (a)(4)(B) of Section 80048.8 and adding additional methods of demonstrating subject matter knowledge when earning an education specialist credential. Demonstration of subject matter knowledge currently requires passage of either a Commission-approved subject matter preparation program, or a Commission approved subject matter examination. However, the subject areas an educator could use to demonstrate subject matter knowledge for an education specialist credential have been limited to a specified list of “core” subject areas. On July 9, 2021, AB 130 (Chapter 44, Statutes of 2021) was enacted, taking effect immediately. This bill amended paragraph 5 of subdivision (b) of 44259 to authorize verification of subject matter knowledge through, among other routes, passage of any subject matter preparation program or Commission-approved subject matter examination. In addition, as noted, it created several additional methods for verifying subject matter competence. These are: 1. Successful completion of coursework at one or more regionally accredited institutions of higher education that addresses each of the domains of the subject matter requirements adopted by the commission in the content area of the credential, 2. Successful completion of a baccalaureate or higher degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher education with either a major in one of the subject areas in which the commission credentials candidates or a liberal studies or other major that includes coursework in the content areas pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 44282, or 3. Demonstration that the candidate, through a combination of the methods described, has met or exceeded each of the domains of the subject matter requirements adopted by the commission in the content area of the credential pursuant to Section 44265.

The Commission is also proposing to add the phrase “a Commission-approved” to (a)(11) to clarify that only an education specialist teaching performance assessment that has been approved by the Commission satisfies this requirement. This was the intention of the Commission in adopting this requirement, and the addition of the new language is proposed to make that clear. This provision does not preclude other entities from creating an education specialist teaching performance assessment distinct from that created by the Commission. However, such distinct performance assessments would require Commission approval prior to adoption by an education specialist preparation program.  The language is consistent with the requirements for multiple and single subject teaching performance assessments, as well as for the Commission’s administrator performance assessment.

Written Comment Period
Any interested person, or his or her authorized representative, may submit written comments by fax, through the mail, or by email relevant to the proposed action. The written comment period closes at midnight on August 16, 2021. Comments must be received by that time or may be submitted at the public hearing, should one be requested. Interested parties may write to the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, attn. Joshua Speaks, 1900 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, California 95811; or submit an email to JSpeaks@ctc.ca.gov.

Contact Persons/Further Information
General or substantive inquiries concerning the proposed action may be directed to Joshua Speaks by telephone at (916) 327-5339, by mail at Commission on Teacher Credentialing, 1900 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95811, or by email to Joshua Speaks (JSpeaks@ctc.ca.gov).  General question inquiries may also be directed to the addresses mentioned above. Upon request, a copy of the express terms of the proposed action and a copy of the Initial Statement of Reasons will be made available. This information is also available on the Commission’s rulemaking website. In addition, all the information on which this proposal is based is available for inspection and copying.

Documents Relied Upon in Preparing 15-Day Notice
None

Availability of Documents on the Internet 
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Copies of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the Initial Statement of Reasons, and the text of the regulations and this 15-Day Notice can be accessed through the Commission’s website listed above.
PROPOSED TEXT

TITLE 5. EDUCATION
DIVISION 8. COMMISSION ON TEACHER CREDENTIALING
CHAPTER 1. Credentials Issued Under the Teacher Preparation and Licensing Law of 1970
ARTICLE 2. Credential Types, Authorizations, and Requirements

[bookmark: _Hlk70513217]§ 80048.8. Specific Requirements for the Preliminary Education Specialist Instruction Credential

(a) The minimum requirements for the five-year preliminary Education Specialist Instruction Credential includes (1) through (10):
(1) a baccalaureate or higher degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher education;
(2) the completion of a Commission-approved preliminary Education Specialist program of professional preparation, as appropriate to the specialty area(s) sought; as provided in Education Code Section 44373(c).
(3) meet the basic skills requirement as described in Education Code Section 44252, unless exempt by statute;
(4) subject-matter knowledge by one of the following:
(A) passage of examination(s) as provided in Education Code Sections 44280, 44281, and 44282 as appropriate for the multiple subject credential, or for the single subject credential in the areas of art, English, foreign language, mathematics including foundational-level mathematics, music, social science, or science including foundational-level general science and specialized science; or
(B) by completion of a subject matter program as provided in Education Code Section 44310 as appropriate for the multiple subject credential, or for the single subject credential in the areas of art, English, foreign language, mathematics including foundational-level mathematics, music, social science, or science including foundational-level general science and specialized science.
(C) Successful completion of coursework at one or more regionally accredited institutions of higher education that addresses each of the domains of the subject matter requirements adopted by the commission in the content area of the credential pursuant to Section 44282, as verified by a commission-approved program of professional preparation.
(D) Successful completion of a baccalaureate or higher degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher education with either a major in one of the subject areas in which the commission credentials candidates or a liberal studies or other major that includes coursework in the content areas pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 44282.
(E) Demonstration that the candidate, through a combination of the methods described in clauses (A), (B), and (C) in whole or in part, has met or exceeded each of the domains of the subject matter requirements adopted by the commission in the content area of the credential pursuant to Section 44265.
(C) F holders of a California clear, professional clear, preliminary, Level I, or life teaching credential requiring a baccalaureate or higher degree, verification of subject-matter competence, and a program of professional preparation, including student teaching, are exempt from the subject matter knowledge requirement.
(D) G candidates for the education specialist credential in Early Childhood Special Education are exempt from the subject matter knowledge requirement.
(5) demonstration of the study of alternative methods of developing English language skills, including the study of reading, as described in Education Code Section 44259(b)(4) and passage of the reading instruction competence assessment as provided in Education Code Section 44283; 
(6) knowledge of the Constitution of the United States, as specified in Education Code Section 44335;
(7) completion of the study of health education, as described in Education Code Section 44259(c)(4)(A) 44259(b)(3)(B)(i);
(8) completion of the study of computer based technology, including the uses of technology in educational settings, as described in Education Code Section 44259(c)(4)(C);
(9) completion of the study of English learners as described in Education Code Section 44259.5(c); and
(10) The preliminary Education Specialist preparation program must develop a Transition Plan for each candidate prior to the completion of the preliminary program that will assist the developers of the Individual Learning Plan (ILP). And
(11) Education Specialist Teaching Credential candidates who enroll in a Commission-approved program of professional preparation on or after January 1, 2022 shall be required to pass an a Commission-approved education specialist teaching performance assessment in the specialty area to be authorized by their Education Specialist Teaching Credential prior to issuance of the preliminary credential.
(b) Period of Validity.
(1) A preliminary Education Specialist Instruction Credential issued on the basis of the completion of the requirements in subsection (a) is valid for five years.
(c) Definition.
(1) “Transition Plan”: The preliminary education specialist preparation program will develop a Transition Plan for each candidate prior to the completion of the preliminary program that will assist the developers of the ILP defined in Section 80048.8.1(e)(1). The Plan includes the individual's strengths and areas of need that can be addressed in the clear credential preparation program. The Plan facilitates the individual's transition from initial teacher preparation to a clear education specialist credential preparation program by building upon and providing opportunities for demonstration and application of the pedagogical knowledge and skills acquired in the preliminary credential preparation program.
Note: Authority cited: Section 44225(q), Education Code. Reference: Sections 44227(a), 44251, 44252, 44259, 44259.5, 44265, 44274.2, 44280, 44281, 44283, 44310, 44335 and 44373, Education Code.
