
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CODEED 
CORRRESPOONDENNCE 

DATE: FFebruary 15,, 2012 NUMBERR: 12-04 

TO: 
All Indivviduals and GGroups Inter ested in the Activities 
of the Coommission oon Teacher CCredentialingg  

FROM: 
Mary Vixiie Sandy 
Executive Director  
Commissioon on Teachher Credentiaaling 

SUBJECCT: Alternative Subject Matter CCompetencyy for Additioonal Less C ommonly  
Taught World Laanguages (RReplaces Codded Corresppondence 088-07)  

Summarry: 
The Commmission haas expandedd opportunitties for candidates to oobtain credeentials for wworld 
languagees taught in California ppublic schoools, includingg less commmonly taughht languages. The 
Commisssion currenntly offers multiple diifferent CSSET: Worldd Languagee subject mmatter 
competenncy examinaations. To mmeet the neeeds of canddidates in leess commonnly taught wworld 
languagees for whichh there is neeither a CSEET: World LLanguage exxamination nor an apprroved 
subject mmatter prepaaration proggram availabble, the Commmission haas establisheed an alternnative 
subject mmatter compeetence assesssment proce ss. 

The alterrnative Worrld Languagge subject mmatter compeetence assesssment proccess is simillar in 
scope annd rigor to thhe current CCSET: Worldd Language examinationns, and willl be based oon the 
same conntent specifiications as tthe CSET. TThis Coded Correspondeence explainns the alternnative 
World LLanguage suubject matteer competennce assessmment processs and provvides appliccation 
informatiion for potenntial local lannguages assessor agenciies. 

Key Provisions: 
For all leess commonnly taught wworld languagges, the alteernative asseessment proccess incorpoorates 
two typees of candidate assessments: a standdardized asssessment deeveloped by the Commiission 
adapted ffrom currentt CSET: Woorld Language subtests, and a targeet language sskills proficiency 
assessmeent developeed and condducted by aagencies annd/or organizzations exp ert in the ttarget 
languagee and culture. 

The stanndardized altternative as sessment prrocess for aadditional leess commonnly taught WWorld 
Languages adopts the “templaate” examinnation formmat already establishedd for other less
commonly taught languages other than EEnglish (e.gg., Filipino, Khmer, annd Arabic). The 
standardiized assessmment will innclude elemments from tthe followinng CSET: WWorld Langguage 
examinattion subtestss: 

• CCulture of thee target language group (applicable ggeneric quesstions from tthe CSET: WWorld 
LLanguage Subbtest I and/oor the CSET:: World Langguage Subteest V) 
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• GGeneral Ling uistics (fromm CSET: Woorld Languagge Subtest I)) 
• LLiterary and Cultural Texxts, Traditioons and Anallysis (includdes oral tradditions in plaace of 

teexts for non text-based languages) ((includes appplicable queestions and some adapttation 
frrom the CSEET: World Laanguage Subbtest I for lesss commonlyy taught langguages) 

A candiddate test guidde for the staandardized assessment foor each addittional worldd language wwill be 
developeed to includee the set of KKnowledge, Skills and AAbilities (KSSA) eligible to be covereed by 
the exammination annd other rellated study materials, as is standdard practicce for all CCSET 
examinattions. 

Candidattes’ target language skiills proficiency in the four skill aareas of listtening, speaaking, 
reading, and writing will be asseessed by quaalified local personnel rrather than bby a standar dized 
languagee assessmentt. The levell required foor passing sshould be aat least interrmediate-higgh, as 
describedd in the Ameerican Counncil on the Teeaching of FForeign Langguages (ACTTFL) proficiency 
standardss (attached)). The assesssor agencyy may provvide a rationnale for seetting a diffferent 
proficienncy standard for the Commmission’s cconsideratioon. The loca l assessor wwould be reqquired 
to be a fafaculty membber at a colllege or university; a creedentialed KK-12 teacher with expertiise in 
the languuage and culture to be asssessed; or, iif the assessoor is a commmunity membber or membber of 
a particullar cultural oorganization, have equivvalent traininng, expertise  and/or expeerience. 

How to AApply to be an Alternaative Languaage Assessor Agency: 
Alternatiive assessor agency appplication forms are avaiilable onlinee and an appplication forrm is 
appendedd to this Co ded Corresppondence. AApplicants mmust include in the appliication a dettailed 
descriptioon of the quaalifications oof the speciffic assessor(ss) for each laanguage.  

Importaant Dates: AApplicants for Alternativee Language Assessor Aggency status may apply tto the 
Commisssion at any tiime. 

Referencces: 
Californiia Subject Exxaminations for Teacherrs: http://wwww.cset.nesinnc.com  

Californiia Teacher CCredentialingg Examinatioons: http://wwww.ctcexamms.nesinc.comm 

April 20008 Commisssion Meetingg Agenda Iteem 2B: 
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commi ssion/agendaas/2008-04/22008-04-2B.pdf 

For online applications: http://wwww.ctc.ca.goov 

Contact Information: 
Caroline Baltazar, Prrofessional SServices Division: cbaltaazar@ctc.ca.gov 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 

http://wwww.ctcexamms.nesinc.comm
http://www.cset.nesinc.com
http://www.ctc.ca.gov
mailto:cbaltazar@ctc.ca.gov
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendaas/2008-04/22008-04-2B.pdf
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Applicaation to bee an Assessor Agenccy for a Laanguage OOther Than English 
(Ple ase note thaat this is a saample of the online appliication form))  

Name of  Applicant AAgency: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Statte/Zip: _______________________________________________________________ 

Contact PPerson: _______________________________________________________________ 

Contact PPhone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Contact FFax: _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact EEmail: _______________________________________________________________ 

Language(s) to be Asssessed: ___________________________________________________ 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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DIRECTTIONS: 

1. Descriibe the backgground of thhe applicant assessor ageency with respect to langguages otherr than 
Englissh. 

2. Descrribe the ageency’s capaacity and/or resources tto carry ouut the respoonsibilities oof an 
alternaative languagge other thann English assessor agenccy. 

3. Descriibe the qualiifications forr each language assessorr to be used by the agenccy. Use one form 
per asssessor. Thee assessor qqualification form is prrovided on the followinng pages off this 
appliccation and may be dupliccated as neceessary. 

4. Descriibe how the assessor willl assess the listening, sppeaking, readding and wrriting skills oof the 
teach candidate in the tarrget languagge(s) to deetermine iff the candiidate meetss the 
Commmission’s miinimum stanndards for t hat languagge. Refer to the chart pprovided and the 
description of thee ACTFL pproficiency levels to iddentify the mminimum leevel of langguage 
proficiency requirred for the taarget languagge(s). 

5. Providde and addditional infoormation thee assessor aagency wouuld like the Commissioon to 
considder. 

1. Descriibe the backkground of the applicannt assessor agency. 

2. Descrribe the ageency’s capaccity and/or resources tto carry  ouut the respoonsibilities oof an 
alternnative languuage other thhan Englishh assessor aggency. 

3. Descriibe the qualifications ffor each lannguage assesssor to be uused by the agency. Usee one 
form pper assessorr. 

Assesssor Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Selectt the assessoor’s level of competencee for listeninng, speakingg, reading annd writing iin the 
target language ussing the Ammerican Counncil on the TTeaching of Foreign Lannguage (ACCTFL) 
standaards for eachh level (appended). 

Listenning Level: _____________________________  (indicate AACTFL levell) 
Speakking Level: _____________________________  (indicate AACTFL levell) 
Readiing Level: _____________________________  (indicate AACTFL levell) 
Writinng Level: _____________________________  (indicate AACTFL levell) 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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If appplicable: 
Degreee: 

Majorr: 

Includde with thiss applicatioon any additional docuumentation of the quallifications oof the 
speciffic assessorss. Additionaal written iinformationn may be fillled in beloow or addittional 
pages may be addded as needed. 

4. Descriibe how thee assessor will assess th e listening, speaking, rreading and  writing skiills of 
the teeach candiddate in the target langguage(s) to determine if the canddidate meetts the 
Commmission’s mminimum staandards forr that languuage. Referr to Attachhment A forr the 
descriiption of the ACTFL pproficiency levels to iddentify the mminimum leevel of langguage 
proficciency requiired for the target langguage(s). 

Descriiption of thee methods thaat will be used to test thee applicant’ss listening skkills 
(typing field will expand ass necessary): 

Descriiption of thee methods thaat will be used to test thee applicant’ss speaking skkills 
(typing field will expand ass necessary): 

Descriiption of thee methods thaat will be used to test thee applicant’ss reading skiills 
(typing field will expand ass necessary): 

Descriiption of thee methods thaat will be used to test thee applicant’ss writing skiills 
(typing field will expand ass necessary): 

5. Describe any addditional infoormation thhe assessor agency wouuld like thee Commissioon to 
considder. 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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Attaachment AA  

ACTTFL PROFFICIENCYY STANDDARDS: LIISTENINNG 

Intermeddiate-Low 
Able to uunderstand fuull length sppoken sentencces in contennt areas refeerring to per sonal backgrround, 
personal needs, and routine sociaal practices (ordering meeals, receivinng instructioons, and receeiving 
directionss). Listening iis primarily ffact to face. UUnderstandinng is often unneven; repetittion and rewoording 
may be neecessary. Missunderstandings arise frequuently. 

Intermeddiate-Mid 
Able to uunderstand fuull length spooken sentencees in additionnal content arreas referringg to more diffficult 
tasks (loddging, transpportation, andd shopping), personal intterests, activvities, and grreater diversiity of 
receiving instructions and directioons. Listeninng tasks willl also pertaain to short routine telepphone 
conversations and somme deliberatee speech (simmple announncements andd news reporrts) Understaanding 
continues to be unevenn. 

Intermeddiate-High 
Able to uunderstand lonnger stretchess of dialogue on additionaal content areeas pertainingg to different times 
and placees. Understannding may be  inconsistent due to difficculty in graspping main iddeas and/or d etails. 
Topics aree not significaantly differennt from an Addvanced level listener, but ccomprehensioon will be pooorer. 

Advancedd 
Able to unnderstand maain ideas and most details of longer streetches of diallogue on a vaariety of topiccs that 
may fall outside of tthe immediatte situation, however commprehension may be uneeven due to topic 
familiarityy or other fac tors. Dialoguue will frequenntly involve ddifferent timee frames (pressent, past, regularly 
occurring, or seldom o ccurring), andd may includ e interviews, short lectures on familiar topics, and reeports 
on factuall information. Listener is aaware of coh esive devicess, but may noot be able to uuse them to ffollow 
the sequennce of thoughht when listenning. 

Advancedd Plus 
Able to understand thee main ideas of most spee ch in the stanndard dialect,, however it mmay be difficcult to 
sustain unnderstanding during lengtthy or especiially complexx communicaation. Listeneer is beginniing to 
become aware of cultuurally impliedd meanings beeyond the surrface meaninggs of the diallogue, but maay fail 
to understtand the subtlle socioculturaal meanings iin the messagge. 

Superior 
Able to unnderstand thee main ideas oof all speech iin the standarrd dialect, inccluding techniical discussioon in a 
particular field of sppecialization (academic/ pprofessional settings, lecctures, speechhes, and repports). 
Listener sshows some aappreciation oof aesthetic nnorms (idiomms, colloquialiisms, registerr shifting), annd can 
understannd subtle socciocultural mmeanings. Raarely misundeerstand, exceept during ffast paced, hhighly 
colloquiall speech, or sppeech with hiighly strong ccultural refereences. 

Distinguiished 
Able to uunderstand viirtually all foorms and stylles of speechh, has a stronng understandding of sociaal and 
cultural reeferences. Unnderstands pllays, movies, academic deebates, literarry readings annd most jokees and 
puns. Mayy have some ddifficulty withh non standarrd dialects andd slang. 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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ACTTFL PROFFICIENCYY STANDDARDS: S SPEAKINGG 

Intermeddiate-Low 
Able to suuccessfully handle limitedd, face-to-facee, conversatioon involving tasks and soccial situationss such 
as introduucing self, ordering mealls, asking dirrections, and d making purrchases. Stronng inference from 
native lannguage may o ccur and misuunderstands aare frequent. 

Intermeddiate-Mid 
Able to suuccessfully haandle a varietty of simple cconversation involving tassks and sociall situations beeyond 
their mostt immediate nneeds (personnal history, leiisure time act tivities). Speeech length inccreases slightlly, but 
frequent long pauses are likely. PPronunciationn may still bbe strongly innfluenced byy native langguage. 
Misunderstandings stilll arise. 

Intermeddiate-High 
Able to ssuccessfully hhandle most ssimple conveersations invoolving task annd social situuations, as wwell as 
general coonversation oon a range off circumstanc es and topicss. Errors are evident and llimited vocabbulary 
may causee speaker to hhesitate and raamble. Simpl e narration annd/or descripttion is improvved. 

Advancedd 
Able to suuccessfully hhandle converrsations requiired in everydday situationss, and routinee school and work 
requiremeents. Compliccated tasks annd social situaations (elaboraating, complaaining, apologgizing) may sstill be 
difficult. Can narratee and describbe with somme details, llinking senteences togetheer smoothly.. Can 
communiccate facts andd talk casuallly about topi cs of currentt public and ppersonal interest, using geeneral 
vocabularry. Weaknessses can be smmoothed oveer by pause ffillers and diifferent ratess of speech. Some 
groping foor words mayy still be evideent. 

Advancedd Plus 
Able to ssuccessfully hhandle a broad variety off everyday, sschool, and wwork converssations, as wwell as 
discuss cooncrete topicss relating to iinterests and special fieldss of competennce. Speaker is beginning to be 
able to suupport opinionns, explain inn detail, and hhypothesize. Has a well ddeveloped abiility to compeensate 
for weakknesses by pparaphrasing. Can commmunicate finee shades of meaning wiith inflectionn and 
differentiaated vocabulaary. 

Superior 
Able to sppeak the languuage with suffficient accuracy to particiipate effectiveely in most foormal and infformal 
conversations on pracctical, sociall, professionaal, and abstrract topics. Can discuss special fiellds of 
competennce and intereest with ease. Can supportt opinions andd hypothesizee, but may noot be able to tailor  
language to audience oor discuss in depth highly abstract or uunfamiliar toppics. Speaker commands aa wide 
variety off interactive sstrategies andd shows goodd awareness oof discourse sstrategies. Cann distinguish h main  
ideas fromm supporting information. NNo patterns oof error are evvident. 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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ACTTFL PROOFICIENCCY STANDDARDS: RREADINGG 

Intermeddiate-Low 
Able to uunderstand maain ideas andd/or some factts from the ssimplest test aabout basic ppersonal and social 
needs. Exxamples of texxts include mmessages withh social purpooses and info ormation for tthe widest poossible 
audiencess, such as pubblic announceements and shhort, straightfforward instruuctions dealinng with publi c life. 
Some missunderstandinngs will occurr. 

Intermeddiate-Mid 
Able to reead consistenttly with incre ased understaanding simplee texts dealingg with basic ppersonal and social 
needs aboout which the reader has peersonal intere st and/or knowwledge. Textts provide bassic informatioon and 
guessworkk is minimall for the readder. Exampless include shoort, straightfoorward descriiptions of perrsons, 
places, annd things writtten for a widee audience. 

Intermeddiate-High 
Able to rread consistenntly with ful l understandiing simple teexts dealing with basic personal  and social 
needs aboout which thee reader has ppersonal interrest and/or knnowledge. Caan  understandd some main ideas 
from text s at next highher level featturing descripption and  narrration. Basicc grammaticaal relations mmay be 
misinterprreted. Tests ddo not differ  ssignificantly  from those att the Advancced level, commprehension iis less  
consistentt. May  have too read severaal times for un nderstanding.

Advancedd 
Able to reead longer pro ose with famiiliar sentence patterns. Reaader gets the main ideas a and facts, may y miss 
some detaail. Compreheension comess from situational and subbject matter  kknowledge as well as increeasing 
control off the languagge. Texts incclude descripttions and narrrations suchh as simple sshort stories, news 
items, soccial notices, c orrespondencce, and simplee technical maaterial writtenn for a the genneral reader. 

Advancedd Plus 
Able to ffollow essentiial points at tthe Superior level in areaas of special interest or  knnowledge. Abble to 
understannd parts of texxts which aree conceptuallyy abstract andd have compplex languagee, and/or textss with 
unfamiliarr topics, situuations, or cuultural referennces. Awarenness of aesthhetic propertiees of languagges is 
emerging permitting coomprehensionn of a wider vvariety of textts. Misunders tandings mayy occur. 

Superior 
Able to reead with almoost complete ccomprehensioon at normal sspeed on unfaamiliar subjeccts and a variiety of 
texts. Reaaders is not eexpected to thhoroughly commprehend texxts requiring a high degre e of knowleddge of 
the targget culture. Texts feaature hypottheses, arguumentation, grammaticaal patterns, and 
academic//professional vocabulary.. Occasionall misunderstaandings mayy still occurr due to use of 
uncommoon phrases. MMaterial incluudes a varietty of literaryy texts, editoorials, correspondence, geeneral 
reports, annd technical mmaterial in proofessional fieelds. Rereadinng is rarely neecessary. 

Distinguiished 
Able to reead fluently aand accuratelyy most styless and forms. AAble to undeerstand referennces in text tto real 
world knoowledge and almost all soociolinguistic and culturall references. AAble to undeerstand nuancce and 
subtlety, and follow uunpredictablee turns of thoought. Text iinclude sophhisticated edittorials, speciaalized 
journal arrticles, novels, plays, poemms, as well as any subject mmatter area dirrected to the ggeneral readeer. 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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ACTTFL PROOFICIENCCY STANDDARDS: WWRITINGG 

Intermeddiate-Low 
Able to wwrite short meessages, postccards, and simmple notes. CCan create stattements or quuestions withhin the 
scope of limited languuage experiennce. Writing produces connsists of simmple sentence s on very fammiliar 
topics. 

Intermeddiate-Mid 
Able to wwrite for practtical needs. CContent involvves personal preferences, daily routinee, everyday evvents, 
and other  topics grounnded in persoonal experiencce. Can expreess present  tiime and at leeast one otherr time 
frame (noon-past, habituual, imperfecctive). Writingg tends to bee a loose collection of senntences or senntence 
fragmentss on a given toopic and provvides little eviidence of connscious organiization. 

Intermeddiate-High 
Able to mmeet most praactical writingg needs and limited sociall demands. C an take notess in some dettail on 
familiar toopics and respond in writiing to personaal questions. Can write simmple letters, bbrief synopsees and 
paraphrases, summariees of biograpphical data, wwork and schoool experiencce. Can express time, tennse, or 
aspect ratther consistenntly, but not aalways accuraately. An abiility to descriibe and narratte in paragrapphs is 
emerging . 

Advancedd 
Able to wwrite routine social corresspondence annd join sentennces in simp le discourse of at least seeveral 
paragraphhs in length on familiar topics. Can write simplee social corrrespondence, take notes, write 
cohesive summaries aand resumes, as well as nnarratives andd descriptionss of a factuall nature. Mayy still 
make erroors in punctuaation, spellingg, or the formmation of nonn-alphabetic ssymbols. Makkes frequent errors 
in produccing complexx sentences. UUses a limiteed number off cohesive deevices accuraately. Writingg may 
resemble literal translaation from thee native languuage, but a sennse of organizzation is emerrging. 

Advancedd Plus 
Able to wwrite about a vvariety of toppics with signnificant precission and in deetail. Can wriite most sociaal and 
informal bbusiness correspondence. Can describee and narrate personal experiences fullyy but has diffficulty 
supportingg points of viiew in writtenn discourse. CCan write aboout the concrrete aspects oof topics relating to 
particular interests annd special fieelds of comppetence. Ofteen shows remmarkable fluuency and eaase of 
expressionn, but under ttime constrainnts and pressure writing mmay be inaccuurate. Generaally strong in either 
grammar or vocabularyy, but not in bboth. Weakneess and uneveenness in onee of the foreggoing or in sppelling 
or charactter writing foormation mayy result in occcasional misccommunicatioon. Some missuse of vocabbulary 
may still bbe evident. Sttyle may still be obviouslyy foreign. 

Superior 
Able to wwrite clearly in most formmal and informmal writing. Good controol of a full raange of strucctures, 
spelling oor non-alphaabetic symbo l production, and a widde general voocabulary al low the writter to 
hypothesiize and pressent argumennts or pointss of view aaccurately annd effectivelyy. An underrlying 
organizatiion, such as cchronological ordering, loggical orderingg, cause and eeffect, comparrison, and theematic 
developmment is stronglly evident, altthough not thooroughly execcuted. 

Commisssion on Teacher Credentialingg Phhone: 1-888-9221-2682 
1900 Cappitol Avenue 
Sacramennto, CA 95811 
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