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I. Educator Quality 

c) Ensure that credential processing and assignment monitoring activities accurately, effectively, and 
efficiently identify educators who have met high and rigorous certification standards and who are 
appropriately assigned. 
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Executive Summary: This agenda item presents one 
waiver request submitted by a Local Education 
Agency (LEA) on behalf of a candidate who earned 
a bachelor’s degree at a time when the institution 
was not regionally accredited. 
 

Recommendation Action: Staff recommends that 
the Commission grant the waiver request for 
Deborah Johnston. 
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Introduction  
This agenda item presents a request to waive the regional accreditation requirement related to 
bachelor’s degrees. This request has been submitted by Riverside County Office of Education on 
behalf of Deborah Johnston, who earned a bachelor’s degree from Clarks Summit University 
(formerly Bible Baptist College of Pennsylvania). 
 
Background  
The requirement to have a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited institution is found 
in Education Code sections 44225(a)(1) and 44259(b)(1), and is legally required for most 
credentials. In 1994, the Commission adopted the following policy as recommended by the 
Preparation Standards Committee:  

Credentials which require the completion of a baccalaureate or higher degree will be granted 
only to individuals who have attained the baccalaureate degree or higher degree from a 
regionally accredited college or university. 

 
At the June 2017 Commission meeting, the Commission authorized staff to seek regulatory 
amendments of Title 5, California Code of Regulations section 80457. The proposed regulatory 
amendments would define ‘regional accreditation’ and allow candidates to submit a degree for 
certification purposes, which was earned during a period of candidacy/preaccreditation, as long 
as the period of candidacy/preaccreditation immediately preceded the official regional 
accreditation and the degree granting institution submits written verification that the degree 
conferred during preaccreditation/candidacy is equivalent to a comparable degree conferred 
during the period of accreditation.  
 
At the September 2017 Commission meeting, the Commission took action to waive the current 
regional accreditation requirement for five candidates whose degrees were conferred during the 
institution’s candidacy. Additionally, one other candidate was approved at the October 2017 
Commission meeting under the same requirements. 
 

Bachelor’s Degree Waiver Candidates 
Commission staff has received another official request to waive the regional accreditation 
requirement from Riverside County Office of Education on behalf of candidate Deborah Johnston. 
Ms. Johnston earned a bachelor’s degree in Religious Education from Bible Baptist College of 
Pennsylvania on May 8, 1981 and the university was in a period of preaccreditation beginning on 
June 22, 1979 and gained initial accreditation by the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education on February 26, 1984. 
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Appendix A includes all supporting documentation that has been received on behalf of Deborah 
Johnston in support of her request to waive the requirement to hold a bachelor’s degree from a 
regionally-accredited university. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Commission grant the waiver request for Deborah Johnston, who has 
met the requirements previously approved by the Commission.  
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