STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TMISSION ON TEACHER CREDENTIALING
v 944270
Sucramento. California 94244-2700

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

93-9312
DATE. June 1, 1993

TO: All Individuals and Groups Interested in the Activities of the Commission on
Teacher Credentialing

FROM: %lm ﬁFiQﬁfExeculivc Director

SUBJECT: Examination Changes for 1993-94

Educational Testing Service (ETS), which administers the Commission-approved subject matter
examinations, is reorganizing its testing system and renaming a number of its tests effective the
fall of 1993. The Multiple Subjects Assessment for Teachers (MSAT), the NTE Specialty Area
tests. and the Content Area Performance Assessments (CAPAs) will be offered under the new
title of “Praxis Series: Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers™”. The content of the
tests is not changing, only the titles. This fall, candidates will simply register to take the
appropriate examination(s) using a test bulletin that has the new Praxis Series title instead of the
old NTE title.

The following pages contain charts which describe which test or tests are appropriate for
California teaching credentials and the 1993-94 test dates, fees, and score reports.

The Commission has adopted CAPAs for ten of the Single Subject Teaching Credentials. Some
of the two-hour CAPAs previously adopted have been reorganized and are now administered as
\wo one-hour examinations. The chart on the following page shows the new names given to
those examinations and indicates which exams are the multiple choice NTE Specialty Area tests
and which are CAPA constructed response examinations. In addition, the chart gives the lest
numbers used in the registration bulletin and lists how many hours candidates are given to take
euch test.

The passing scores for the NTE Specialty Area tests remain unchanged for 1993-94. The
reorganizaton of the CAPAs will require some adjustment to those scores. The Commission
will establish the passing standards for the CAPAs at their July 15-16 meeting and the scores will
be distributed immediately following that meeting.

Agencies that have automatically received packets of NTE bulletins in the past will receive the
new Praxis Series bulletins and registration packets this summer. They will also receive the
"California Supplement” which briefly describes the tests needed for a credential in California,
and the new "Tests at a Glance" information. "Tests at a Glance" is a series of 13 publications
which contain an outline of test content, sample test questions for each test, and sample
responses for tests containing essay or constructed-response questions. If you call to order
bulletins, be sure to ask for all three pieces of information. Candidates will not automatically get
the "Tests at a Glance” when they register, so you may want to have them available.

If you have questions about the Praxis Series of examinations, please call the Commission Office
1z (916) 445-7254 and select the menu choice for examinations or write to Dr. Terry Janicki, at
the above address.
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Praxis Il -- Additional Information Fall 1993

EST DA

Multiple Subjects Assessment for Teachers (MSAT)
October 23, 1993
January 22, 1994 (special California administration)
March 5, 1994
June 11, 1994

Specialty Area Tests and Praxis ll: Subject Assessments (CAPA)
November 13, 1993
January 27, 1994 (special California administration)
March 26, 1994

July 9, 1994
TEST FEES:
Registration (per test date) .......ceeeeenemrienienniiieereniand fiucasnaans $20
Multiple Subject Assessment for Teachers (MSAT)
Santant KnowlBggE ..ummnansamasmimsssmesssurssini avepmss $50
Conlent Ared EXercises 1. uisiiniisisisisiisire $35
Content Area EXErciSes 2 ......ccovveeuvmerirennnniemmsasnsunsanesaees $35
Praxis Il: Subject Assessments
TWO-BOUF TBSIE  civicivsmsismminssssiimarssrsmssassssasssrsiana e sees ovas $50
OnB-NoUr IBSIE nainramisiss st g OD
Specialty Area TestS ...uuiiiuiiiiiei e $50
Service Fees
Late RBGISENEN s imvmmsiniassmsissssasssmosiss g 1 9
Test or Center Change s mamsssninisivtes sovansssiaoss 315
Standby Registration ...........coevereeininiie e $25
FIlE COMMECHON . evviet e itiriereecssaeesentnsreeeseaseae s ansrnemessanas $20
RESEOMNG «oivsssssismsspsssssans T ap $25
Additional Score Beports .......civveeeimieisimniniiierieinneen $20 each
SCORE REPORTS:

Beginning with the 1993-94 testing year, the paper score reports for a current test
administration will contain the test scores from that administration, plus examinees’
highest scores from all tests taken within the past five years. The Commission will
receive a tape of the scores for people taking the test in California after each
administration and is developing a program to display them in the Credential Automation
System (CAS). Please continue to have applicants include a copy of their paper score
repcrt with their applications until we notify you that those paper reports are no longer
necessary. Some colleges and universities are eligible under ETS's policy to have
scores reported to them. School districts and county offices of education which may
have received scores directly from ETS in the past, may call for score information after
October 1993: (609) 771-7385
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Examinations and Assessments for
California Teaching Credentials:
Answers to Candidates' Questions

Commission on Teacher Credentialing
State of California
June 1993

Applicants for California Teaching Credentials (Single and Multipie Subjects) are
required by state laws to verify their competence in the subject(s) they seek to teach.
State laws give applicants two ways to verify this competence. The first option is
completion of a subject matter program that has been approved by the Commission at
a regionally accredited college or university., The second option is passage of an
examination and assessment of knowledge and competence that has been adopted by
the Commission, This document answers questions that candidates for credentials
frequently ask about subject matter examinations and assessments,

QUESTION: Why did the Commission develop the Content Area Perfor-
mance Assessments (CAPAs) for Single Subject Credentials?

The Commission assessed the validity of the NTE Specialty Area Tests by inviting more
than 400 California teachers, curriculum specialists and wuniversity professors to
evaluate the importance of each test question. At the conclusion of this study, the
cducators recommended that the Commission supplement the NTE Specialty Area Tesis
by requiring examinees to pass an assessmenit of their ability to perform in a conteni
area. The educators recommended that the Commission assess the ability to perform
basic intellectual exercises that reflect on an examinee's competence in the content
area, not the ability to reach the content area. The Commission accepted the educa-
tors' recommendation in order to (1) maximize the wvalidity of the examinations for
teaching credentials, and (2) make the examinations more equivalent to the content
area programs that are waived by the examinations.

QUESTION: Why did the Commission develop the Multiple Subjects
Assessment for Teaching (MSAT)?

When the Commission awards a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential, the Commission
is responsible for wverifying that the individual possesses the knowledge that is most
important for California elementary teachers. This body of knowledge has changed
rccently because California school districts have been making significant changes
in the curriculum of elementary schools. Colleges and universities throughout the
stale have been responding to these changes by restructuring their undergraduatc
programs for prospective elementary teachers (Liberal Studies Programs). The Com-
mission developed the MSAT in order to use an assessment that (1) validly assesses the
most important knowledge that elementary teachers need in California, (2) is aligned
with the curriculum of elementary schools in the state, (3) is aligned with the
curticulum of teacher education in California colleges and universities, and (4)
responds to a recent act of the California Legislature, which expanded the scope of
the subject matter examination. '

T



QUESTION: How did the Commission develop the MSAT and the CAPAs?
Who was responsible for writing the assessment questions?

Each of these assessments was developed by a panel of California school teachers.
curriculum specialists and university professors. which was appointed by the Com-
mission. Each expert panel developed a content outline for the assessment., which
was reviewed by hundreds of other teachers, principals and curriculum specialists in
California schools, who recommended necessary changes in the content outlines.
Then the expert panels developed assessment questions, exercises and probiems,
which were pilot tested (tried out) on four occasions. Thousands of candidates for
California teaching credentials participated in these pilot tests of the CAPAs and the
MSAT. The expert panels of California educators reviewed the results of cach pilot
test and modified all of the assessment juestions, exercises and problems, as ncces-
sary. The expert panels also recommended passing standards on the CAPAs and the
MSAT, based on the results of the fourth pilot test of each assessment. To set thesc
passing standards, the educators asked themselves: "How well should a credential
candidate do on this assessment in order to serve as a minimally competent, entry-
level teacher in a California public school?"  The recommendations by California
educators were adopted by the Commission, which aiso consists of California school
teachers and administrators, university professors and representatives of the
general public.

QUESTION: Which Examination or Assessment Must I Pass for a Muliiple
Subject Teaching Credential?

For the Muliiple Subject Teaching Credential, the relevant assessment is the Multipic
Subjects Assessment for Teachers (MSAT). It has a multiple-choice test section and
two short-response sections as follows:

Content Knowledge Section (Test 14)
Content Area Exercises 1 (Test 15)
Content Area Exercises 2 (Test 16)
The Content Area Exercises (Tests 15 and 16) must be taken on the same day.

QUESTION: What are the passing standards on the Multiple Subjects
Assessment for Teaching (MSAT)?

Minimum
Test Passing Allowable Overall
Dates MSAT Test Sections Scores Scores Scores
ctober 92 Content Knowledge Section 156 148
Content Area Exercises 152 143 108
January 93 | Content Knowledge Section 156 148
March 93 Content Area Exerciscs 155 147 311

The MSAT can be passed by achieving a passing score on each section. Altcrnatively.
you can also pass by ecarning a minimum allowable score (or above) in each scction
and ecarning a total score that equals or cxceeds the required total. These passing
standards will be reviewed once again by the Commission before the June test daice.

3



QUESTION: Which Examination or Assessment Must I Pass for a Single
Subject Teaching Credential?

The Single Subject Teaching Credentials are listed below with the titles and numbers
of the corresponding examinations and assessments:

Credential ~ Specialty Area Test CAPA

Vo83 101 1 1HTE { R —— Agriculvife 90Y e s s n/a
ATlvriiicciiiiccieeenen At Education (13) L Art (61)
BUSINESS...cvoviiiinirinianns Business Education (10).. SUURRRRSRISREE ¥ -
English...oooiiiiiiininas English Language & L:tcralurc (04) ...... English Language & Lit. (45)
Foreign Language......... French (17)... French (63)
..................................... German (lB)n!a
P — SPatisH 1M o s s Spanish (76)
Government .......c..eeveeen No exam available (see Social Science)......... n/a

Health Science.............. No' exam available ... vt eens n/a

1§ 01 (o] 5 mrammumen e —— No exam available (see Social Sc:cncc) ......... nla

Home Economics...........Home Economics Education (12).........cc.ceeeee. n/a

Industrial &

Technology Education.Technology Education (05) .......cocccoiviininnenn, n/la

Life: ‘Selence awsnomnas Biology & General Science (03)..................... Life Science (47)
Matiematesh e eMatematics: 00 vauanssginnmarraimivi Mathematics (44)
MUSIE oo Music Education (11)..cciiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiniin, Music (68)

Physical Education...... Physical Educiation (09):uiuiaannwminign Physical Education (74)
Physical Science ..........Chemistry, Physics & General Science (07)..Physical Science (48)
Social Sciente.....qxSoeial Studies (08)u.cuiniiiiiminimaiims i Social Science (46)

QUESTION: What are the passing standards on the Specialty Area Tests?

Agriculture (90). ... 520
Art Education (13). e e e e 620
Business Education (10).....cccccvviivinceeiiiiiiiiieennnn. 630

English Language & Literature (04)..................620
Foreign Language: French (17).......................680

German (18)...cooeeevivinnnnn.. 630

Spanish (19)..........ccovnnne. 650
Home Economics Education (12).cciiiviiiieeeinvinnnnn. 650
Technology Education (05)....ccceeevviiiiiiiiieiiniinnns 640
Biology & General Science (03)................ ST 680
Mathematics (060) ..o e s 630
Music Education (I11).ciiiviiiiiiieiiiiceceieceeeeeens 620
Physical Education (09)......cooiviieiiimriiiniieiineeennnnn 640
Chemisuy, Physics & General Science (07)....... 630
Social Studies (OB) ..o 630



QUESTION: What are the passing standards on the Content Area Perfor-
mance Assessments (CAPAs)?
CAPAs Effective 11-91
Number of Total Possible Current
Subject of Assessment Questions Score Passing
Entire Test Standard
English (45) 2 24 15
Life Science (47) 4 40 22
Mathemaltics (44) 4 40 23
Physical Sciences (48) 4 40 22
Social Sciences (46) 2 24 15
CAPAs Effective Current
11-92 Number Total Module Module Passing
of Possible Passing |[Minimum Score
Subject of Questions Score Score Score | (Total)
Assessment
Art  (61)
Module | 3 30 17 14
Module 2 4 26 1 13 33
French (63)
Module 1 12 30 20 n/a
Module 2 3 26 16 n/a n/a
Music (68)
Module 1 2 20
Module 2 3 20 n/a n/a 24
Physical Educ. (74)
Module 1 2 24 5 14
Module 2 2 24 5] 14 30
Spanish (76)
Module 1 12 30 20 n/a
Module 2 3 26 16 n/a n/a

l

]

A module minimum score is acceptable if the total passing score is achieved.



QUESTION: What are the dates of the examinations and assessmenis?

The 1993-94 schedule will be available from ETS in August 1993.

QUESTION: How do [ vregister to take the examinations and assessmenis?

Registration materials are available in the 1992-93 NTE Programs Bulletin of Infor-
mation, which you can request from your employer, college or university, or directly
from NTE at the following addresses and telephone numbers:

National Teacher Examinations
Educational Testing Service

P.O. Box 23470 or 2 North Lake Avenue, Suite 510
Qakland, CA 94623-0470 Pasadena, CA 91101
(510) 654-1200 (818) 578-1971

QUESTION: Where can 1 find study materials?

You could begin your preparations for an examination or assessment by studying the
descriptive information in pages 18 through 29 of the NTE Programs Bulletin of In-
formation for 1992-93. When you regisier for an examination or assessment, you will
receive in the mail (with your test registration materials) a descriptive leaflet that
further describes the exam or assessment that you will be taking. This leaflet will
also include sample questions (with answers) that represent the problems included
in your exam or assessment. In the case of the Multiple Subjects Assessment for
Teaching (MSAT), this leaflet provides 31 pages of information. You may also obtain
the leaflet from the credentialing office at your college, university, school district or
county office of education.

After examining this descriptive information, you may find appropriate study
materials in the bookstore of any university or college (including most two-year or
four-year institutions), You may gain a systematic introduction to a subject by
purchasing a textbook that is currently used in an undergraduate "survey" course
for students who are majoring in that subject. Look for a text in which the contents
are aligned with the descriptive information in the NTE Bulletin of Information or
the ETS leaflet. Although such a textbook is likely to provide a most systematic over-
view of the subject, you may also find useful preparation materials in a test study
guide. which may also be available in the college bookstore.

QUESTION: Once [ earn a passing score, for how long is my score valid?

Passing scores must be used for credentialing purposes within five years of the test
date. The five-year policy applies to the Specialty Area Examinations, the Content
Arca Performance Assessments, the Multiple Subject Assessment for Teaching, and
the Tormerly used Core Battery Test of General Knowledge.



QUESTION: How do I apply for rthe credential once I have passed the
appropriate examination and assessment?

Official examination score reports must be submitied with your completed credential
application form, other required supporting materials, and appropriate fees. In
addition to the current credential application fee, there is a thirty dollar ($30) 1cst
development and administration fee for each NTE Specialty Area Examination and for
the Multiple Subjects Assessment for Teaching. There is no separate processing fec
for the Content Area Performance Assessment.

QUESTION: What can I do if I am not able to pass the appropriate exami-
nations before my Multiple or Single Subject Teaching Credential
expires?

If you are mot currently employed in a position that requires the credential, you may
let the credential expire and apply to renew it when you pass the examinations.

[f you are employed, you may ask your employer about the possibility of applying
for an emergency credential that would en. ie you lo continue your service until
you are able to pass the examinations. However, your employer is obligated under
the law to seek a fully qualified person to fill every position, and can only request an
emergency credential if no such person is available or deemed qualified to hold the
position.

If you hold a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential that was issued between September
1, 1991 and October 1, 1992 and you have completed the U.S. Constitution and reading
requirements for the credential, you may apply for a one-year :xtension of your
credential. The one-year extension will be part of the total i.-e-year preliminary
time period in which all requirements for the professional clear credential must be
met. The expiration date of the extension will bz one year from the expiration date of
the original preliminary Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. This extension was
established by the Commission on November 6, 1992, (o accommodate credential
holders who may have been adversely affected by the change from the General
Knowledge Test to the Multiple Subjects Assessment for Teaching.

If you have additional guestions, you may call the Commission's
Information Services Office at (916) 445-7254 between 12:30 and
4:30 any workday afternoon. Please select the menu choice for
examinations. Thank you very much.




