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Extracts from History-Social Science Candidate Essay #1

I have worked hard at trying to make history relatable to the students.  One way I have done this is by making connections between history and their lives today.  For instance, when I was covering the Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor, I related the response of many Americans to join World War Two to the American response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 to go to war in Afghanistan and Iraq.  By relating the content to today, it provides a base for students to understand the content and also an aid to help them remember Pearl Harbor.  
I also give students diagrams and maps to help them understand confusing material and get an idea of where these events are occurring.  I find maps particularly help students remember historical events.  This is evident in my use of maps for World War Two.  By having the students trace Hitler’s advances on a map, they get a second chance to understand how Hitler began a major offensive in 1941-1942.  They can see how much land he took.  This will also help them understand the term, “blitzkrieg,” or lightening war.  They can see how quickly he was able to move through almost all of Europe.  Additionally, I have used Venn Diagrams to help my students understand that there are similarities and differences to events which occur in history.  

I use primary documents often in my teaching.  Particularly, I use speeches from different leaders.  The idea of using speeches from world leaders is so that students get acquainted with academic language and also get practice reading well written speeches.  The more students read speeches, the better they will be at writing them.  It also helps students figure out the opinions and views of different world leaders.  This is evident in my use of the Truman Doctrine and the Herbert Hoover conclusion of his inaugural address.  The Truman Doctrine especially helped me to explain the US policy of “containment” against Communism during the Cold War.  In this document, President Truman explains his reasoning for holding back Communism, and how the United States should support countries in order to prevent the spread of Communism.  

Because a majority of my students are English Language Learners, most of them learn much more visually than they do simply listening to a teacher explain history.  I choose my pictures carefully in order to catch my students’ attention.  This is evident in my PowerPoint of the Civil Rights movement.  I used pictures of Emmett Till’s open casket funeral to shock students into the injustices of racism in the South.  I also used specific pictures of MLK Jr., Malcolm X, and Stokely Carmichael which show that all three were powerful speakers.  In addition to the pictures, I kept the PowerPoint black and white to symbolize the civil rights struggle against blacks and whites.
