Handout #6


Extracts from History Social Science Candidate #2

· Tableaus in which they demonstrated the Pullman Strike, Homestead Strike, Strikebreakers, and Robber Barrons. For this activity they had to do background research and then put that research into a living picture.

· Eating celery-laced brownies –while studying the impact of the Pure Food and Drug Act, the students were able to taste the difference in the food when I made celery-laced brownies. This activity was to show the importance of regulation in society.
· Voice-thread presentations on leading people and events in the Progressive Era.

· Read excerpts of primary sources from people like Jacob Riis, Upton Sinclair, William Jennings Bryan, Booker T. Washington, W.E. B. Dubois, Ida B. Wells and many more.

· Analysis songs, speeches and posters from a number of different eras including the Roaring 20’s, the Great Depression, World War One, and World War Two.

· During our Great Depression unit the students were even able to make their own 
song which they wrote about 6 different causes of the Great Depression. 

· Debates  which have enriched the students learning as they are forced to take into account multiple perspectives.

· These debates include formal debates (Annexation of the Philippines and the Atomic Bomb) as well as informal classroom discussions. 

· Power Point in which they demonstrated the social changes that occurred in the 1920’s through the use of pictures and multimedia (topics included: Women’s Role, Transportation, Movies and Radio, Consumerism, the Harlem Renaissance, and more).

· Discussing movies and Youtube clips that relate to the material and give the students a good reference point in which to understand context and content of the class.


Examples of this includes clips of the 1920’s, the Great Depression, World War One,  Assembly lines, Genocides and the Holocaust, World War Two cartoons, etc.


Throughout the semester I have tried to make the information real and applicable to their lives, a challenge when teaching US history in a foreign country. Throughout classes I try to weave in comparisons between the US and Costa Rica and give the students concrete examples of how certain concepts relate to their lives (ex: the rise of Social Security in the US and the CAJA in CR). I also try to incorporate current events into the curriculum. For example, during the Costa Rica presidential elections the classes compared and contrasted the commercial propaganda techniques used by past and present US presidents with the presidential candidates in Costa Rica. Students really enjoyed this because they were able to focus on something that was very applicable and pressing in their lives – the elections!

