Establishing Laws and Regulations
The following information briefly outlines the relationship between statutes, regulations, and procedures, and describes how each is established.

A concept is proposed by a private citizen, a group of educators, the Commission (CTC), the Legislature, or other interested party.

▼
Legislation is passed and becomes part of the Education Code. The legislative process, from finding an author for a bill to following the bill through the committees to the final approval by the Governor, can take from several months to several years. Generally, bills require slightly over one year to become law. New laws take effect on January 1st  unless specifically adopted with an earlier implementation date.

▼
When statute needs clarification in order to be implemented or the statute allows or requires the Commission to establish specific guidelines, the CTC develops Title 5 Regulations.

▼
1. The proposed regulation is drafted by CTC staff often with assistance from stakeholders.

2. An information agenda item with the proposed regulations are presented to the Commission. The public and stakeholders may comment on the information agenda item at the meeting.
3. Following the review of the Commissioners and public input to the information item, an action agenda item with the proposed regulation is presented to the CTC. The public and stakeholders may comment on the action agenda item at the meeting.
4. CTC staff prepares the initial rulemaking file and sets a date for the public hearing allowing for at least 45 days notice period. A coded announcing the public hearing is placed on CTC website and announced via E-News.

5. Staff submits the rulemaking file to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) who reviews it and publishes a notice of the public hearing in the California Regulatory Notice Register.

6. The public submits written comments concerning the proposed regulation.

7. The public hearing is held at a Commission meeting including a review of the summary of the comments received in the 45 day comment period.
8. After reviewing the written comments and listening to public comment presented at the hearing, the Commission may make appropriate changes in the proposed regulation, as needed. The Commission votes on the proposed regulations.
9. If changes were made in the original proposal, a 15 Day Notice is posted, allowing time for additional public comment. If major changes were made, a new rulemaking file and public hearing may be necessary.
10. The proposed regulation is submitted to the Department of Finance for its approval.

11. Staff prepares the final rulemaking file for OAL, including responses to all of the public comments. The file must be submitted within one year from the date the initial rulemaking file was submitted. OAL has 30 working days to review the regulations.
12. OAL reviews the proposed regulations to be certain that the regulations meet all of provisions of the law. OAL may approve, return the regulations to CTC for clarification, or, on rare occasion, deny. When OAL approves the regulations, they are filed with the Secretary of State. It takes 30 days from the date of approval for the regulations to be effective
13. A coded correspondence is distributed explaining the changes, additions, or deletions.
