Steps to Becoming a Special Education Teacher

From Lower Division through Preliminary and Clear Credentials 

	                       CSET in core area or Approved Single Subject major;   Subject Matter Verified



	


	Take CBEST

	                     Preliminary Credential Awarded



Lower Division


(Including Community College)





Work on breadth courses and pre-requisites:


Take Education courses to explore the roles of teachers and for K12 field in a Special Ed classroom


Take Health, History, and Institutions Courses.


CC students, be sure your courses are transferable.


Explore undergraduate Special Populations Major


For general information check   teachcalifornia.org website.











Upper Division





Complete major requirements


Complete a mainstreaming course


Organize coursework around CSET; Take sections after preparation courses.


Explore undergraduate options available at chosen university





Internship Credential (Paid Teacher of Record) or student teaching





1 or 2 years


Intensive supervision from IHE


Meet Weekly with cohort 


Additional coursework related to K-12 classroom





Preliminary Credential


Obtain BA


 Complete credential program


Complete Reading and EL classes


Pass RICA


Take health and technology courses


Verify Subj.  knowledge.


CBEST or equivalent


Pass US Constitution class or exam


Receive offer of employment


Develop transition plan





Clear Credential





Enroll in induction program


Develop Individualized Induction Plan including supported induction and advanced preparation


Provide verification of a minimum of two years of successful experience 


Obtain formal recommenda-tion from employer and program.  





Search for Integrated or Blended Programs” that enable community college students to transition smoothly from community college to 4-year campus


Attend Special Education credential information seminars.


Volunteer in a special education classroom. (See Service Learning brochure available on teachcalifonia.org.)


Join a Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) chapter (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cec/sped.or" ��www.cec/sped.or�) chapter or start/join a discussion group for students interested in special education.


Interview special education teachers to find out why they became special educators, and what they like about their jobs? 


Logon to � HYPERLINK "http://www.teachcalifornia.org" ��www.teachcalifornia.org� for credentialing and job information.








Option 2


Continue in Student Teaching based Program for credential.











