Specialty Specific Program Standards 
Physical and Health Impairments

Definition of Continuum of Program Options for All Teaching Credentials:

The continuum includes: general education settings; resource rooms or services; special education settings; special schools; home/hospital settings; correctional facilities; non-public, non-sectarian schools and agencies as defined in Education Code Sections 56365 and 56366; and alternative and non-traditional instructional public school settings other than classrooms.
Physical and Health Impairments

Authorization

The Education Specialist Instruction Credential: Physical and Health Impairments authorizes the holder to conduct assessments, provide instruction, and special education related services to individuals with a primary disability of orthopedic impairment, other health impairment, multiple disabilities, traumatic brain injury, and autism spectrum disorders within the disability area, from birth through to age 22, and classes organized primarily for adults in services across the continuum of program options available.

PHI Standard 1: Characteristics of Physical and Health Impairments
Each candidate demonstrates knowledge of disability characteristics and the educational, medical and psychosocial implications of these characteristics for students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities.

PHI Standard 2: Historical and Legal Foundations of Physical and Health Impairments
Each candidate demonstrates knowledge of historical interactions and contemporary legal, medical, pedagogical, and philosophical models of social responsibility, treatment, and education in the lives of individuals with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities.

PHI Standard 3: Specialized Assessment, Planning, and Program Development
Each candidate demonstrates the ability to select, modify, and administer appropriate state and local assessments to facilitate access (including appropriate assessment for assistive technology) for students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities. In collaboration with appropriate related services personnel, each candidate uses students’ present levels of academic achievement and functional performance from a variety of sources to plan, develop, and adapt/adjust IFSP, IEP, and ITPs that address the unique learning, sensory and access needs of students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities.

PHI Standard 4: Specialized Health Care and Physical Supports
Each candidate utilizes information from collaboratively developed individualized health care plans to support a safe environment and implement specialized health care regulations and technological procedures required by students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities who require medical services not requiring the presence of a physician. Candidates must be able to provide a safe environment for all students that include barrier free space for independent mobility, adequate storage and operation of medical equipment (as appropriate) and other mobility and sensory accommodations. Candidates must be able to facilitate student health and mobility by practicing appropriate and safe techniques for lifting and positioning and instruct/supervise other personnel in such procedures. In addition, they must demonstrate knowledge of the appropriate services that can be provided by other agencies.
PHI Standard 5: Instructional Strategies and Adaptations
Each candidate identifies stages and sequences of child growth and development, birth through 22 years, and implements appropriate curricular accommodations and modifications to support student access and participation in the least restrictive/natural environment.  Each candidate identifies and supports performance of essential skills unique to students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities, including academics, communication skills, independent living skills, personal independence skills, career and vocational experiences, and psychosocial development. 

PHI Standard 6: Student Communication Skills
Each candidate demonstrates the ability to observe, evaluate, and document verbal and non-verbal communication modes, language and cognitive level(s), and physical/sensory needs of students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities. Each candidate identifies and implements appropriate techniques to address students’ individual and group communication needs and participation in classroom, community, and social activities appropriate to their age and development.

PHI Standard 7: Assistive Technology
Each candidate demonstrates understanding of mandated considerations for assistive technology for students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities. Each candidate demonstrates knowledge and application of low and high assistive technology devices, services, and software applications that facilitate curriculum access, and improved academic performance and skill development of students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities. 

PHI Standard 8: Instructional Service Delivery Models
Each candidate collaborates with appropriate related services personnel to support access to, and optimal learning experiences for, students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities in a wide variety of specialized academic instructional settings, included but not limited to the home, natural environments, educational settings in hospitals and treatment centers, and classroom or itinerant instructional delivery and/or consultation in public/nonpublic school programs.

PHI Standard 9: Augmentative and Alternative Communication
Each candidate demonstrates understanding of mandated considerations for augmentative and alternative communication technology for students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities. Each candidate demonstrates knowledge and application of augmentative and alternative communication devices and services to facilitate communication, improved academic performance, and skill development of students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, other health impairments, and multiple disabilities.

PHI Standard 10: Implications of Disability and Self-Determination for Students with Physical/Orthopedic Disabilities, Health Impairments, and Multiple Disabilities
Each candidate uses strategies to support positive psychosocial development and self-determined behavior of students with physical/orthopedic disabilities, health impairments, and multiple disabilities. Each candidate demonstrates knowledge of the unique experiences of families of students who are chronically ill, are hospitalized and/or in transition from hospitalization, and/or who have degenerative conditions. Each candidate identifies factors associated with successful planning and implementation of appropriate transition options, programs, and life experiences from infancy through post-secondary outcomes for individuals with physical/orthopedic disabilities, health impairments, and multiple disabilities and their families.
PHI Standard 11: Early Childhood Education
Each candidate demonstrates knowledge of typical and atypical physical and emotional development and the impact of disability on families. Each candidate develops and demonstrates the ability to assess infants and young children with physical/orthopedic disabilities, health impairments, and multiple disabilities to determine service eligibility and appropriate program implementation, including referrals to community and state resources for infants and young children and their families through collaborative partnerships.  
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