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Special Education: Submitting a New Program

 Addressing the Revised Standards
An institution may propose a new Education Specialist (not currently offered) teaching, services, or Added Authorization program.  The program proposal will be reviewed by educators who are members of the Special Education initial program review panel. The program proposal must include all of the following: 
1) A full response to the Commission’s Common Standards (http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/STDS-common.html) 

2) A response to the appropriate Preconditions—draft Preconditions will be presented to the Commission in June 2009 (Information) and August 2009 (Action).

3) A response to the appropriate Program Standards (http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/STDS-prep-program.html) 

Information to assist sponsors in preparing the program narrative

Standards: Adopted by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing.  The standards define what the institution and/or program must do. There are both Common Standards—standards that apply to all educator preparation programs offered by an institution—and program standards. It is up to the institution to determine how it will meet the standards. 
Narrative: Description of how the institution and/or program meets the adopted standards.  The response to the standards must describe in sufficient detail that the reader understands the program. The narrative should include references (hyperlinks) to the supporting evidence.  The description should be detailed enough to allow an educator to fully understand the proposed program. 
Evidence:
Supporting documentation submitted by the institution and/or program that provides details in support of the narrative.  Evidence submitted with a proposal for a new program usually includes 1) course syllabi-including proposed textbooks and key assignments, 2) faculty vitae, 3) advising documents, and 4) plans for candidate assessment. 
Review Process
A proposal for a new special education program is reviewed by both staff and a panel of educators.  

1) Staff reviews the proposal for completeness in addressing the Preconditions and the Common Standards.
	2a) If the response is not complete or detailed, staff will request additional information.
	2b) If the response to the Common Standards and Preconditions is complete, staff facilitates the review of the program narrative by two or more members of the Special Education Initial Program Review Panel.  


3) The panel members review the narrative and evidence.  Panel members may have questions for the institution.  Once all questions have been answered, the review is complete.

4) Once the review is complete, the program is presented to the Committee on Accreditation for approval as a new educator preparation program.
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