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Overview of this Report 
This agenda item provides an update on the closure of the educator preparation programs 
sponsored by the Metropolitan Adult Education Program (MetroED) following the Committee 
of Accreditation’s finding of Denial of Accreditation in June 2015.  Information provided 
includes Metropolitan Education’s Plan of Discontinuation and the status of candidates enrolled 
in MetroED’s Career Technical Education, Special Subjects, and Supervision and Coordination 
preparation programs. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
This is an information item only.      
 
Background 
A site visit was held at Metropolitan Education on May 18-20, 2015 and the report of the visit 
was presented to the Committee on Accreditation at the June 2015 meeting (see the following 
link: report).  After considerable discussion and deliberation, the Committee on Accreditation 
issued the decision of Denial of Accreditation and directed Metropolitan Education to 
immediately begin taking the steps to close all credential programs at the end of the semester 
or quarter in which the June 25th decision was made. A letter was sent June 29, 2015 to 
Metropolitan Education confirming the steps that were required to close its credentialing 
programs (Denial of Accreditation letter).  

 
Current Status   
The table below provides an update of the steps that have been taken by Metropolitan 
Education to close its programs and ensure that the candidates have been informed and 
supported in finding opportunities to complete their credentials. The actions required by the 
Committee on Accreditation are listed in the left-hand column. On the right-hand side of the 
table are the corresponding actions reported by Metropolitan Education in its Plan of 
Discontinuation which was submitted on July 25, 2015.  A copy of this plan is provided in 
Appendix A and is referenced in the table below.  An updated Work Plan that includes some 
additional completion dates and edits was submitted on September 16, 2015 (Appendix B). 
 

Action Required Steps Taken By MetroED 
Metropolitan Education will take 
immediate steps to close all 
credential programs at the end 
of the semester or quarter in 
which the June 25, 2015 
decision by the Committee on 
Accreditation took place.  

• MetroED reported to Santa Cruz County Office of Education 
that all credential programs would end at the end of the 
summer quarter, July 10, 2015 and updated their website to 
reflect the decision of Denial of Accreditation Work Plan   

• MetroED informed Joint Power Agreement (JPA) stakeholders 
of the Denial of Accreditation on 8/3/15 Work Plan  

Within 10 working days of the • A copy of the letter dated July 8, 2015 was submitted to the 

https://info.ctc.ca.gov/fmi/xsl/cnt/35-%20MetroEd%20Site%20Visit%20Report%20-%20FINAL.pdf?-db=PSD_Program_Sponsors_DB&-lay=php_Accreditation_Reports_list&-recid=132&-field=COA_Report_Site_Visit
https://info.ctc.ca.gov/fmi/xsl/cnt/MetroED%20Denial%20of%20Accred%20%20letter%20REVISED.pdf?-db=PSD_Program_Sponsors_DB&-lay=php_Accreditation_Reports_list&-recid=132&-field=COA_Letter
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Action Required Steps Taken By MetroED 
action taken by the COA, 
Metropolitan Education will 
notify all enrolled candidates 
that the COA has denied 
accreditation and that all 
credential programs will end at 
the end of the semester, 
quarter, or within 3 months of 
when the COA decision occurs. 
The Commission must receive a 
copy of this correspondence by 
close of business on Monday, 
July 13, 2015.  

Commission.   MetroED reported that 890 letters had been sent 
to current candidates and candidates enrolled in MetroED 
credentialing programs during the past 5 years (2010-2015) 
(Exhibit A)  

 

Metropolitan Education is to file 
a plan of discontinuation within 
30 days of the COA's decision. 
The plan must give information 
and assurances regarding 
Metropolitan Education’s efforts 
to place currently enrolled 
students in other credential 
programs to provide adequate 
assistance to permit students to 
complete their particular 
credential programs. This plan is 
due on or before July 25, 2015.  
 

• Plan of Discontinuation was submitted July 25th. Included in the 
plan is an assurance from San Diego County Office of Education 
to help transition students (Exhibit H ), an agreement with 
Sonoma County Office of Education to “provide and coordinate 
services to guide participating teachers in meeting California 
credential requirements…” (Exhibit C)  and notification on the 
website that UC Berkeley is willing to meet with candidates but 
cannot transfer credits. (Exhibit B) 

• A letter dated July 9, 2015 (Exhibit B) was posted on the 
Metropolitan Education website regarding the Denial of 
Accreditation.  The letter includes hyperlinks to the institutions 
assisting with the transition of candidates and discusses the 
Plan of Discontinuation.  To view the webpage with active 
hyperlinks, click on the following hyperlink: 
http://www.metroed.net/credentialing/,   

• MetroED scheduled an information session for candidates and 
stakeholders in order to present program information about 
Sonoma COE’s North Coast Beginning Teacher Program on 
August 6, 2015.  (Exhibit F)  

• Metropolitan Education will process Clear Credential 
recommendations for candidates who complete their program 
on or before September 23, 2015.  Clear credential 
recommendations were being accepted by the Commission 
until September 25, 2015. (More specific data on the number of 
clear credential recommendations submitted to the 
Commission for processing will be available in the near future). 
Work Plan  

 
(Preliminary credential applications were not accepted from 

MetroED for processing).  
• MetroED plans to complete a Credential Candidate Transition 

http://www.metroed.net/credentialing/
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Action Required Steps Taken By MetroED 
Plan for all current students to support them in their transition 
process September 25, 2015   Work Plan  

Upon the effective date of the 
closure of credential programs, 
as determined by the 
Committee on Accreditation, 
Metropolitan Education must 
remove from all institutional 
materials and websites any 
statements that indicate that its 
credential programs are 
accredited by the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing.  
 

• Metropolitan Education has removed references to the 
credentialing program and the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing from its website . 

• A letter dated July 9, 2015 (Exhibit B) was posted on the 
Metropolitan Education website regarding the Denial of 
Accreditation.  The letter includes hyperlinks to the institutions 
assisting with the transition of candidates and discusses the 
Plan of Discontinuation.  To view the webpage with active 
hyperlinks, click on the following hyperlink: 
http://www.metroed.net/credentialing/,   

 
Next Steps 
The Commission staff will update the Commission’s website that this entity has closed and is no 
longer an approved program sponsor.  This concludes the update on the closure of the 
Metropolitan Education’s educator preparation programs. 

http://www.metroed.net/credentialing/
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The contents of Exhibit G included 
student record information and have 

been deleted to maintain privacy. 
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Appendix B 
Updated Workplan of Credential Program Discontinuation 

Task Due Date 
Personnel 

Responsible 
Completion 

Date 
Comments/ 

Notes 
Inform Santa Cruz County Office of Education that the COA has denied 
accreditation to MetroED, and that all credentialing programs will end at 
the end of the summer quarter July 10, 2015 7/10/2015 Anne 7/10/2015   

Update MetroED website to advise the public regarding the COA's 
recommendation of of Denial of Accreditation/Amendment made to the 
website regarding U.C. Berkeley: changed "we" to U.C. Berkeley 
www.metroed.net 7/13/2015 Anne 7/24/2015 Exhibit B 

Letters sent to all currently enrolled candidates and those who have been 
enrolled in MetroED credentialing programs during the past 5 years 
(2010-2015)  7/13/2015 Helen 7/10/2015 

Exhibit A 
890 letters sent 
as of 7/17/15 

Send CTC a current list of candidate completers   7/16/2015 Anne 7/16/2015   

Partner with 3 agencies to offer students a variety of options, including an 
online option, to support students in their effort to complete their 
credential program (Sonoma County Office of Education, San Diego 
County Office of Education and U.C. Berkeley Extension)      7/16/2015 Anne 7/16/2015 

Exhibit C 
Exhibit H 

Data base of current candidates to Sonoma County Office of Education 7/20/2015 Anne, Helen 7/20/2015 Exhibit G 

Establish a working agreement between MetroED and Sonoma County 
Office of Education to support MetroED’s JPA districts that desire to 
establish a working agreement with an agency that is accredited to 
provide credentialing programs to JPA districts  7/25/2015 Anne 9/9/2015 Exhibit D 
File a plan of discontinuation within 30 days of the COA’s decision.  This 
plan must include information and assurances regarding Metropolitan 
Education’s efforts to place currently enrolled candidates in other 
credential programs to provide adequate assistance to permit students to 
complete their particular credential program 7/25/2015 Anne 7/21/2015   



Update on Closure of at  Item 8 October 2015 
Metropolitan Education District 31 
 

Inform JPA stakeholders that MetroED was denied accreditation, and that 
all credential programs will be closing, effective September 25, 2015 8/3/2015 Alyssa, Anne 8/3/2015   

Schedule an Information Session for candidates, JPA’s and stakeholders to 
present program information for Sonoma County Office of Education – 
North Coast Beginning Teacher Program August 7, 2015 8/7/2015 Anne, Helen 8/7/2015 Exhibit F 

Process Clear Credential recommendations for candidates who complete 
their program on or before September 23, 2015 9/23/2015 Anne, Helen     

Send a copy of the Credential Candidate Transition Plan to candidates’ 
chosen program 8/1-9/25/15 Anne, Helen     

Complete a Credential Candidate Transition Plan for all current students 
to support them in their transition process September 25, 2015    8/1-9/25/15 

Anne, Helen, 
Program Rep   Exhibit E 

 


