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The Fall 2008 NCATE BOE Update states that credential programs that participate in California’s program review process (Biennial Reports and Program Assessment) do not need to submit candidate data for NCATE Standard 1 for the merged accreditation site visit.  This new directive is part of NCATE’s on-going effort to streamline its processes and procedures.   CTC sought clarification from NCATE on this matter as it relates to the various upcoming accreditation reviews in order to ensure a common understanding for all NCATE accredited California institutions.  The information below summarizes the expectations for California NCATE accredited institutions.

From the Fall 2008 BOE Update:
What if the state reviews the programs? 
A number of states conduct their own review of programs rather than requiring a national review through NCATE. When the state’s review is similar to NCATE’s program review, the BOE team can depend on the state’s findings to assist them in knowing whether candidates meet state and national standards for Standard 1 and whether the unit is addressing parts of other standards as indicated above. 

A state review of programs is considered similar to the national NCATE review if the state agency requires assessments, scoring guides, and assessment data for its review. In these cases, the unit response in the Institutional Report to prompt 1a4 should briefly explain the state review system. In other prompts requesting assessment data, the institution can refer the reader to the explanation in 1a4. If they are available before the visit, the state report(s) on programs should be uploaded at the end of each relevant standard element. The assessment data for programs not reviewed by the state, such as master’s programs in curriculum and instruction, should be discussed in the appropriate prompts. In some states, the state team will be reviewing programs during the onsite visit, which will require the state and BOE teams to share findings throughout the visit. 

<http://www.ncate.org/documents/boeUpdates/BOE_Update_F08.pdf>
Visits in Spring 2009

For institutions with site visits in Spring 2009, the program review process will be completed, as with the past accreditation visits, during the merged site visits (California Lutheran University, CSU East Bay, and CSU San Bernardino).  Therefore, a program review report with candidate data will not be available to the site visit team prior to the visit.   In conversation with Donna Gollnick of NCATE, it is suggested that the institution provide information in the Institutional Report (IR) about their assessments but that the majority of the actual candidate data would not be presented in the IR.  Instead all data would be available during the site visit, most likely electronically. 
Visits in Fall 2009 and After

Beginning in Fall 2009, institutions will have completed both Biennial Reports and Program Assessment prior to the merged accreditation site visit. The report from the Program Assessment process will be available to the site visit team prior to the visit.  Therefore, the institution does not need to provide candidate assessment data for any approved California credential programs in the IR for Standard 1. The template for the IR identifies the questions that do not need to be responded to for approved credential programs (currently Standard 1, Questions 1a4, 1a5, 1b1, 1b2, 1d1, 1d2, 1e4, 1f1) The candidate assessment data must be available during the site visit, most likely electronically.

Instead NCATE states that the institution in “…prompt 1a4 should briefly explain the state review system. In other prompts requesting assessment data, the institution can refer the reader to the explanation in 1a4.”  The Commission will provide a description of the state program review system that institutions may choose to use in their IR.
California’s Program Assessment Report and the Biennial Reports will be available at least six months prior to the site visit and can be uploaded at the end of the appropriate NCATE Standard element.
What about California credential programs in School Nursing or School Social Work?

According to the BOE Update:

Programs in nursing, physical therapy, occupational therapy, and social work are not included in the NCATE review. During the previsit, team chairs should discuss this policy with the unit to ensure that appropriate evi​dence will be available to the team. <http://www.ncate.org/documents/boeUpdates/BOE_Update_S08.pdf>
These programs are NOT included in the NCATE process, but they must be included in the Commission’s review—both program and for Common Standards. 
What about Adult Education credential programs?

According to Donna Gollnick, NCATE focuses on the preparation of teachers and other school personnel for P-12 settings.  Therefore, Designated Subjects: Adult Education credential preparation programs are not included in the NCATE review process.  But Designated Subjects: Career Technical Education credential preparation programs are included in the NCATE process since individuals are being prepared for P-12 settings.
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