	Writing (Updated Feb. 2009)

	Subject includes Writing Strategies, Writing Applications (Genre and their characteristics), Written English Language Conventions

	Foundational Knowledge (content)


	Reading Certificate holders know, think critically about , and articulate their understanding of:

The predictable stages in the development of written language and writing conventions, including the physical and/or cognitive processes involved in letter formation, word writing, sentence construction, spelling, punctuation, and grammatical expression

That spelling is developmental and is based on students’ knowledge of the phonological system and of the letter names, their judgments of phonetic similarities and differences, and their ability to abstract phonetic information from letter names. 

The stages of spelling development

· Emergent

· Letter-Name

· Within Word Pattern

· Syllable Juncture

· Derivational Constancy
The importance of spelling and graphophonemic knowledge for success in reading and writing

The reciprocal relationship between writing and reading, speaking and listening.

The similarities and differences between language (e.g., syntax, vocabulary) used in spoken and written English

The benefits of technology for teaching writing (e.g., word processing, desktop publishing software)

The stages of writing including prewriting, composing, editing, and publishing

· Read and analyze articles in professional journals and other publications.

· Conduct action research that addresses specific questions and goals.

· Prepare and coach teachers to conduct classroom inquiry (e.g. teacher action research) to inform practice.

· Are knowledgeable about local, state, and national policies that affect writing instruction.
· 
	The reading specialist will know and be able to do all of the preceding and, in addition, be able to interpret, analyze, and critique major theories about writing development, developing a major stance toward the scholarship of the domain.

The specialist facilitate and support others’ understanding of

· Interpret major theories of writing processes and development to understand the needs of struggling writers.

· Inform other educators on major theories of writing processes, components, and development with supporting research evidence.

· Analyze environmental quality for fostering individual motivation to write (access to print, choice, challenge, interest).

· Inform educators and others on the historically shared knowledge base in writing and its role in reading education.



	Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials


	· Develop and implement writing curriculum to meet the specific needs of struggling writers in both online and offline contexts.

· Support educators in the design, implementation, and evaluation of the reading and writing curriculum.

· Collaborate with other school personnel to ensure curriculum and instructional practices meet the needs of all learners. 

· Understands the research and literature that undergirds evidence-based curriculum for students (K-12).

· Understand and select instructional approaches to meet the specific needs of struggling writers.

· Coach classroom teachers and/or education support personnel to implement instructional approaches.

· Read, understand and share the literature that supports the use of various instructional approaches.

· Select online and offline materials to meet the specific needs of struggling writers.

· Assist classroom teachers to select quality online and offline materials and to build a library that is accessible to all learners.

· Support teacher use of quality online and offline materials to meet the specific needs of all
	· Lead teachers and other support personnel in developing curriculum (K-12) for the school. 

· Are knowledgeable about and can critique various materials especially those for struggling writers.



	Assessment, Diagnosis, and Evaluation
	· Understand established purposes for assessing the performance of struggling writers, including tools for screening, diagnosis, progress monitoring, and measuring outcomes and include online tools.

· Read and understand the literature and research related to assessments, their purposes, strengths, and limitations.

· Use multiple data sources to analyze individual reader’s performance and to plan instruction and/or intervention.

· Administer, and interpret diagnostic assessments for struggling readers.

· Collaborate with teachers in the development, selection, administration, and interpretation of appropriate assessments.

· Use assessment data to examine the effectiveness of specific intervention practices and students’ responses to intervention.

· Communicate assessment results to a variety of appropriate audiences for relevant implications, instructional purposes, and/or accountability.


	· Understand large scale assessment designs, state and district assessment frameworks, proficiency standards, and benchmarks.

· Provide support with the analysis of data patterns using assessment results.

· Lead school efforts in selecting assessment tools that provide for a systematic framework for assessing writing growth of students.

· Compile, analyze, and assist teachers in using grade level or school-wide assessment data to implement and to revise instructional programs.

· Analyze and use assessment data to plan and evaluate professional development initiatives (ie, meeting school improvement goals, role of literacy coaches, etc.)

· Report assessment data as linked to individual classroom, school, and state educational goals.

· Analyze and report classroom, school, and state assessment results to appropriate audiences. 



	Students: Special needs, different levels of RtI, GATE, EL, SES, and other cultural and linguistic diversities

Exceptional Learners/Diversity


	· Understand the ways in which certain qualities of diversity interact with struggling writers’ writing development.

· Assist teachers as they take diversity into account.

· Be familiar with the research on diversity and how it impacts writing development. 

· Use curriculum and instructional practices that are sensitive to the needs of struggling writers and represent a range of their diversity.

· Collaborate with classroom teachers to identify instructional practice and that can be used to shape students’ literacy across diverse groups.

· Collaborate with the school community to encourage support for home to school and school to home literacy connections.

· Coach other educators to recognize their diversity and teach in ways that are responsive to students’ diverse backgrounds.


	· Provide leadership at the school level in developing a climate that honors diversity. 

· Provide leadership to educators, parents/guardians, students, and other members of the school community in valuing the contributions of diverse people and traditions to literacy learning. 

· Collaborate with the faculty and community to strive for equity in access to and support for literacy inside and outside of school settings. 



	Fieldwork

	
	


