	Reading Comprehension (Updated Jan. 2009)

	Rationale
	Understand literal, inferential, and evaluative comprehension and factors affecting reading comprehension.
	Link, develop, and expand students’ language, culture and background experiences. Comprehension development requires that students draw meaning from the processes of analyzing, interpreting and responding to narrative and expository texts.

	Foundational Knowledge (content)


	Reading Certificate holders know, think critically about , and articulate their understanding of:

· a variety of comprehension theories/models (e.g., transactional, interactive, metacognitive, socio-psycholinguistic, constructivist) and their impact on instructional strategies;
· empirical research in the psychology and pedagogy of comprehension;
· literal, inferential, critical, and evaluative comprehension;

· student factors that affect reading comprehension (e.g., schema, past reading instruction, oral language, interests, attitudes, word recognition skills, vocabulary, fluency, ability to monitor understanding); 
· textual factors that affect reading comprehension (e.g., readability, vocabulary, illustrations, format, author’s schema, genre, syntactical and conceptual density);
· contextual factors that affect reading comprehension (e.g., curriculum materials, time allotted for reading, grouping practices, environment, modes of text presentation);
· characteristics of specific texts (e.g., children’s literature, young adult literature, magazines, reference materials, electronic media) and strategies for reading a variety of texts (e.g., expository and narrative texts); and
· differences in the development of students’ comprehension skills/strategies and when such differences warrant further assessment and additional intervention.
Reading Certificate holders are able to:

· plan, implement, and monitor instruction that is responsive to individual students’ strengths, needs, and interests and is based on ongoing informal and formal assessment of individual students’ reading comprehension and their use of skills and strategies;
· select and use appropriate materials and strategies that reflect cultural diversity, are based on a convergence of research evidence, and promote students’ reading comprehension;
· facilitate comprehension through the use of storytelling, creative dramatics, and artistic presentations to encourage multiple creative and personal responses to literary and nonliterary texts; provide instruction to promote students’ literal, inferential, critical, and evaluative comprehension;
· use a variety of instructional methods to teach and reinforce comprehension skills and strategies;
· promote students’ comprehension by providing them with multiple opportunities to listen to, read, and respond to various types of fiction and nonfiction literature for children and to learn about types of narrative and expository texts; and
· promote students’ ability to apply strategies and skills  that facilitate comprehension before, during, and after reading, including metacognitive strategies.
	Specialists have richer and more extensive knowledge of and can facilitate and support others’ understanding of

· various theories/models of comprehension

· research in the psychology and pedagogy of comprehension;
· literal, inferential, critical, and evaluative comprehension;

· student factors that affect reading comprehension; 
· textual factors that affect reading comprehension;
· contextual factors that affect reading comprehension;

· characteristics of specific texts and strategies for reading a variety of texts; and
· differences in the development of students’ comprehension skills/strategies and when such differences warrant further assessment and additional intervention.
· planning, implementing, and monitoring instruction that is responsive to individual students’ strengths, needs, and interests and is based on ongoing informal and formal assessment of individual students’ reading comprehension and their use of skills and strategies;
· selecting and using appropriate materials and strategies that reflect cultural diversity, are based on a convergence of research evidence, and promote students’ reading comprehension;
· facilitating comprehension through the use of storytelling, creative dramatics, and artistic presentations to encourage multiple creative and personal responses to literary and nonliterary texts; provide instruction to promote students’ literal, inferential, critical, and evaluative comprehension;
· using a variety of instructional methods to teach and reinforce comprehension skills and strategies;
· promoting students’ comprehension by providing them with multiple opportunities to listen to, read, and respond to various types of fiction and nonfiction literature for children and to learn about types of narrative and expository texts; and
· promoting students’ ability to apply strategies and skills  that facilitate comprehension before, during, and after reading, including metacognitive strategies.


	Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials
	· Understand, select and incorporate various instructional strategies and approaches, including the rationale for their use based on student needs

· Know about, select, and implement quality instructional materials, including online and offline sources/resources based on student needs


	· Facilitate and support teachers’ understanding, selection and incorporation of various instructional strategies and approaches, including the rationale for their use

· Support the evaluation, selection and implementation of quality instructional materials, including online and offline sources/resources, based on student needs

· 

	Assessment, Diagnosis and Evaluation
	· Understand the rationale, selection and administration of various assessments, based on student needs

· Use the data to diagnose, monitor and evaluate student progress.


	· Facilitate and support teachers’ understanding of the rationale, selection and administration of various assessments, based on student needs

· Facilitate and support the use of data to diagnose, monitor and evaluate student progress.



	Students: Special needs, different levels of RtI, GATE, EL, SES, and other cultural and linguistic diversities
	Demonstrate knowledge of key factors to consider in planning differentiated reading instruction

Demonstrate knowledge of how to organize and manage differentiated reading instruction and interventions to meet the needs of all students.

Know and assess needs

Differentiate instruction
	

	Fieldwork Demonstration
	
	


