	Vocabulary Development, Academic Language and Background Knowledge (updated Feb. 2009)

	Rationale: All students (including English Learners) must be supported to expand their expressive or conversational vocabulary, academic language and background knowledge and their curiosity for word meanings.  The Reading Specialist should have an ability to contribute to this growth of vocabulary and understanding.  

Vocabulary development includes teaching students independent strategies to figure out words,  explicit instruction through pre-teaching, important, topic-related concepts before reading (background knowledge), and, further, explaining words during and after reading.   The Reading Specialist understands that depth of vocabulary knowledge depends upon encountering and using words in a variety of meaningful contexts (e.g., sustained and wide reading, writing, speaking) and  therefore, wide reading for pleasure and for learning must also be stressed.
Certificate and specialist candidates are expected to extend and deepen their knowledge of the competencies outlined in the RICA specifications.



	Foundational Knowledge (content)
	Reading certificate holder knows the theories and current research about vocabulary, academic language, and background knowledge, and with appropriate reflection, can apply this knowledge to instruction with the full range of learners.


	The reading specialist knows and is able to do all of the preceding and, in addition, is able to interpret, analyze, and critique major theories about vocabulary development, academic language, and background knowledge, developing a major stance toward the scholarship of the domain.

The specialist can facilitate and support others’ understanding of the areas of vocabulary development.


	Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials
	Certificate holders can demonstrate and promote the knowledge of and ability to select, adapt, and teach an effective, explicit, and integrated vocabulary curriculum for all learners. 

The certificate holder can teach  specific words and phrases (e.g., deciding which words to teach and when; paying attention to vocabulary importance, tiers, and concept familiarity; can build background knowledge through graphic organizers; can select clear definitions and examples; and can provide opportunities for practice in a variety of contexts and across multiple subject matter areas).

The certificate holder can teach word learning strategies – using context clues and structural analysis (e.g. teach morphology including affixes, roots, cognates, inflectional and derivational morphemes) and the provision of opportunities for practice in a variety of contexts.

The certificate holder can promote word consciousness (e.g., from John re Graves) awareness and love of words), and multiple, meaningful exposures across a variety of topical contexts and in multiple subject areas. 

The certificate holder can promote wide reading for pleasure and learning 
I like these examples, but I wonder if it’s too wordy and detailed.  Wouldn’t a teaching credential teacher know these things?(e.g., reading to PreK-12 students from challenging academic text within students’ listening comprehension range but above their decoding ability, including subject matter content; providing some opportunities for self-selection that include a wide variety of genres; encouraging students’ social interaction around reading materials of interest and deemphasizing the role of extrinsic rewards) 


	The specialist can:

Collaborate with other school personnel, be able to provide leadership and give inservice to teachers, have more varied experiences with  vocabulary programs,  critically examine and support other people’s practices and evaluate materials, coordinate vocabulary instruction across grades, schools and districts.

Analyze  curricular materials regarding their effectiveness in promoting vocabulary and deciding how they may need to be adapted or enhanced to promote vocabulary growth across classes, grade levels, and within an entire district.  

Work with teachers to communicate the role of vocabulary, background knowledge, and academic language in literacy and how to promote growth in these areas using a variety of different approaches.

Understand how vocabulary, background knowledge and academic language can be developed through a culture of literacy that encourages reading for pleasure, for learning, and for research.

Teach content subject matter, especially science and social studies, in a manner that includes actually using the textbook and providing scaffolding as needed.



	Assessment, Diagnosis and Evaluation
	The Reading Certificate holder can

Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to interpret informal and formal measures of general vocabulary knowledge, text based vocabulary, and to distinguish differences between accessing and developing background knowledge.  This includes CELDT scores for English Learners and vocabulary subtests on assessments of reading ability and achievement.
	The Reading Specialist can:

Understand established purposes for, and recommends appropriate tools for, assessing the performance of struggling readers, including tools for screening, diagnosis, progress monitoring, and measure outcomes.  

Understand large scale assessment designs, state and district assessment frameworks, proficiency standards, and benchmarks.

Read and understand the literature and research related to assessments, their purposes, strengths, and limitations.

Administer, and interpret diagnostic assessments for struggling readers.

Provide support with the analysis of data patterns using assessment results.

Collaborate with teachers in the development, selection, administration, and interpretation of appropriate assessments.

Lead school efforts in selecting assessment tools that provide for a systemic framework for assessing reading and writing growth for students.

Use multiple data sources to analyze individual reader’s performance and to plan instruction and/;or intervention.

Use assessment data to examine the effectiveness of specific intervention practices and students’ responses to intervention.

Compile, analyze, and assist teachers in using grade level or school-wide assessment data to implement and to revise instructional programs.

Analyze and use assessment data to plan and evaluate professional development initiatives (i.e., meeting school improvement goals, role of literacy coaches, etc.).

Communicate assessment results to a variety of appropriate audiences for relevant implications, instructional purposes, and/or accountability.

Report assessment data as linked to individual, classroom, school, and state educational goals.

Analyze and report classroom, school, and state assessment results to appropriate audiences.



	Students: Special needs, different levels of RtI, GATE, EL, SES, and other cultural and linguistic diversities
	The Reading Certificate holder can:

Understand and make accommodations for the special needs and different levels of diverse learners (including GATE, EL).


	The Reading Specialist can:
Include special populations in all lesson designs, analyses, and reports. 

	Fieldwork
	Fieldwork is articulated with methods courses and includes regular coaching by course instructors to ensure the candidate demonstrates the knowledge and skills identified above
	


