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Candidate self-assessment

ED 121

Teaching History-Social Science in a Single Subject Assignment

As a candidate for a Single Subject Teaching Credential in History-Social Science, I have 
	Subject-specific teaching skill or habit of mind
	Explanation of how this SSPS has been notably demonstrated, with reference in each case to specific artifacts, including lesson or unit plans, student work samples, photographs, or comments from supervisors.

	1) Demonstrated the ability to teach the state-adopted academic content standards for students in history-social science (7-12). 
	Evaluations from supervisors attest to teaching ability.  All lessons and unit plans reference state-adopted content standards.

	2) Enabled students to learn and use analytic thinking skills in history and social science while attaining the state-adopted academic content standards for students. 
	Used variety of graphic organizers focusing on thinking skills of prioritizing, classifying, cause-effect relationships.  See Domain 1--Artifact #1--Unit on World War I--for sample graphic organizers.

	3) Used timelines and maps to reinforce students’ sense of temporal and spatial scale. 
	See student work-samples of timelines and maps created by students.  TPE 1—Artifact #3—Student work samples from immigration unit.  Photographs from classroom also—TPE 1—Artifact #2. 

	4) Taught students how social science concepts and themes provide insights into historical periods and cultures. 
	

	5) Helped students understand events and periods from multiple perspectives by using simulations, case studies, cultural artifacts, works of art and literature, cooperative projects and student research activities. 
	Perspective exercise on Joan of Arc from French and British points of view (TPE 1—Artifact 3). All of these kinds of activities with the possible exception of "case studies" are explicitly referenced in TPE 1--Artifact #1--Unit on World War I

	6) Connected essential facts and information to broad themes, concepts and principles, and related history-social science content to current or future issues. 
	Numerous lessons in multiple classes reference current events—some documented in lesson plans and others documented in Supervisor's Written Comments.  See TPE—Artifact #6—Classroom Observation Notes from March 4.

	7) Taught students how cultural perspectives inform and influence understandings of history. 
	

	8) Selected and used age-appropriate primary and secondary documents and artifacts to help students understand a historical period, event, region or culture. 
	

	9) Asked questions and structured academic instruction to help students recognize prejudices  and stereotypes. 
	

	10) Created classroom environments that support the discussion of sensitive issues (e.g., social, cultural, religious, race and gender issues), and encourage students to reflect on and share their insights and values. 
	

	11) Designed activities to illustrate multiple viewpoints on issues.

	

	12) Monitored the progress of students as they work to understand, debate, and critically analyze social science issues, data, and research conclusions from multiple perspectives
	Progress-monitoring and assessment strategies, including rubrics used for debate and research assignments, are included under Domain


