Specialty Specific Program Standards 
Communication Development
Definition of Continuum of Program Options for All Teaching Credentials:

The continuum includes: general education settings; resource rooms or services; special education settings; special schools; home/hospital settings; correctional facilities; non-public, non-sectarian schools and agencies as defined in Education Code Sections 56365 and 56366; and alternative and non-traditional instructional public school settings other than classrooms.
Communication Development
Authorization
The Education Specialist Instruction Credential: Communication Development authorizes the holder to conduct assessments, provide instruction, and special education related services to individuals with academic communication and language needs in the following areas: language development, social communication, school readiness skills, literacy development, competencies across the curriculum in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and core academic areas, and autism spectrum disorders within the disability area, in preschool, kindergarten, grades 1 through 12 to age 22, and classes organized primarily for adults in services across the continuum of program options available.

CD Standard 1: Characteristics of Students with Communication Needs
Candidates have knowledge and demonstrate an understanding of students who are identified per the categories of IDEA as having Communication Development needs, and who demonstrate lack of communication and language literacy skills necessary to access and have meaningful benefit from academic instruction.  Communication Development needs may include, but are not limited to the following areas: language development, social communication, literacy development, and school readiness, including the development of prerequisites academic competencies across the curriculum in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

CD Standard 2: Language Development

Candidates have knowledge of normal language development across disabilities and the life span including typical and atypical language development, typical syntactic development as well as communication skills, social pragmatics, the hierarchy of brain based learning skills (e.g. executive functioning) and vocabulary/semantic development as they relate to the acquisition of academic knowledge and skills.  Candidates have knowledge of the characteristics of second language development and the distinction among language disorders, disabilities, delays and language differences. Candidates have opportunities to demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of typical and atypical language development.
CD Standard 3: Assessment and Evaluation of Language Skills 

Candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills related to using and interpreting a variety of individual assessments and evaluation approaches appropriate for students with communication disabilities.  Candidates demonstrate knowledge and skill for interpreting and communicating the results of a variety of non-biased, standardized and non-standardized techniques, instruments and processes that are standards-based, curriculum based and appropriate to the diverse needs of individual students.  Candidates demonstrate the ability to effectively interpret and explain assessment and evaluation results to parents, team members, and service providers within the framework of relevant legislation and local policy.  Candidates understand the findings based on data collected, are able to make appropriate educational decisions on the basis of data as well as multi-disciplinary referrals when appropriate. 

CD Standard 4: Academic Assessment and Instruction

Candidates demonstrate competence in administering, interpreting and utilizing the results of the assessment of the academic skills of students with language disabilities for the purposes of developing and implementing academic instruction.  Academic skills include but are not limited to the following areas: literacy development, written language, and quantitative reasoning. Candidates demonstrate the knowledge of and ability to apply best practices including instructional models and strategies that align with ongoing assessment results and enable students to access the academic core curriculum. Candidates apply research-based interventions that are effective at early, intermediate and secondary academic levels. 
CD Standard 5: Planning and Implementing Curriculum and Instruction 

Each candidate identifies and utilizes curricula and evidence-based instructional strategies that meet the diverse learning characteristics of students with communication disabilities across an array of environments and activities. The curricula and evidenced- based instructional strategies are responsive to the unique communication needs of the student and requirements of their educational setting and core curriculum, and are implemented and adjusted systematically to promote maximum learning. Candidates have knowledge of evidence-based curricula and instructional methods that are effective with students with language and communication disabilities including specially-designed curricula and methods for language and literacy development, quantitative reasoning and reading/language arts instruction enables individuals to access and benefit from the core curriculum. 
CD Standard 6: Literacy Instruction

Each candidate identifies and utilizes current research based strategies, methods, and materials for developing fluent reading in students across ages and environments, including speakers of English and English Language learners.  Each candidate demonstrates knowledge and skills in relating to utilizing research based intervention strategies including but not limited to multi-sensory and direct instruction and small group and individualized instruction. The program provides instruction in the linguistic elements of reading, as well as strategies to develop early literacy skills, decoding/word analysis, vocabulary, comprehension, academic language, spelling, and written language appropriate to the age and/or grade of the student.
CD Standard 7: Social/Pragmatic Communication Skills

Each candidate identifies and utilizes the most appropriate technique/s for social interaction and social communication skills and plans activities to actively engage students with limited communication abilities in classroom and social activities appropriate to the age and/or developmental level of the student.  Each candidate collaborates with others to facilitate each student's ability to communicate effectively and to increase the extent and variety of social interactions to achieve meaningful social relationships. This includes assessment and analysis of verbal and non-verbal communication abilities and needs, identification of effective intervention techniques, social skills instruction and the creation of opportunities for interaction within supportive classroom environments as well as in non school-based settings. Candidates have skills in creating appropriate support partnerships with student's peers/parents/families/teachers/ employers across all settings.

CD Standard 8: Behavior Based Teaching Strategies

The candidate identifies and utilizes behavioral based teaching strategies in the design and implementation of language instruction to effectively serve students with behavioral challenges including, but not limited to, students with autism spectrum disorders. Candidates understand the impact of sensory deficits as it relates to behavior and on the development and application of language and other communication skills.   Candidates have an understanding of the use of positive behavioral supports and evidence-based positive behavior interventions, strategies, and supports. Candidates have skills in creating instructional and behavior support partnerships with student's peers/parents/families/teachers/ employers.   
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