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Education Specialist Mild/Moderate Credential/Internship Programs

Program Summary
Program Design
The Preliminary Education Specialist Mild/Moderate Credential/Internship program is designed to prepare educators who ground their practice in subject matter and current educational theory, who work collaboratively, who exhibit sensitivity to culture and community, and who demonstrate commitment to continuous professional development. Two guiding principles provide the foundation and structure that inform curriculum decisions for this credential programs:

· Alignment of credential coursework and field experiences with the state adopted K-12 content standards, and
· Alignment of coursework and field experiences with the California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTP). [With the transition to the newly-adopted CTC Education Specialist Credential Program Standards, coursework and field experience are being aligned to the Teaching Performance Expectations (TPEs). This transition is currently being implemented and is expected to be completed by the beginning of the 2010-11 academic year.]
The program takes three-four semesters to complete, depending upon whether the candidate enrolls full-time or part-time. Candidates may enter a program in either fall or spring semester; candidates entering the program with the intent to become Interns must enter during summer session, since that is the only time EDUC 322I is offered. All credential coursework is offered at both the City and Satellite campuses, although not all courses are offered at both sites every semester. Depending on when he/she enrolls, it is possible that a candidate taking courses at the Satellite campus may need to come to City for one or two courses during the three semesters of the program. Several program courses are also offered during summer session.

Program coursework is designed to ensure that candidates and Interns acquire the necessary skills and understanding to meet program requirements while having frequent opportunities to translate course concepts into practice through a variety of course-related field experiences. 
Course of Study: Coursework and Field Experience
Candidates may enter the Education Specialist Mild/Moderate Preliminary Credential Program with or without having already met the requirements for a Preliminary Multiple Subjects or Single Subject Credential. For candidates entering the program already holding a valid Multiple Subjects or Single Subject Credential, most—if not all—of the general education coursework may be waived. On entering the program, candidates select either a Multiple Subject (31 units) or a Single Subject (32 units) option. The general education courses completed as a part of the Education Specialist Mild/Moderate Credential may be credited toward the completion of the Multiple Subject or Single Subject Credential. For those candidates entering the program already possessing a valid Multiple Subjects or Single Subject credential, general education courses already completed can be credited toward the completion of the Education Specialist credential.
Foundation Courses

EDUC 103 Theories and Methods for Second Language Acquisition and Bilingual Education

SPED 261 Introduction to Mild/Moderate Disabilities

SPED 262 Instructional Strategies for Students with Language Disorders

SPED 263 Instructional Strategies for Students with Reading Difficulties

SPED 264 Assessment in Special Education

SPED 265 Positive Learning Environments for Behavior Management

SPED 267 Counseling and Collaboration Skills for Professionals

SPED 269 Content Area Instructional Strategies for Students with Mild/Moderate Disabilities 
Multiple Subject Option

Curriculum and Instruction Courses
EDUC 334 Curriculum & Instruction in the Elementary Schools: Reading and one of the following;
EDUC 331 Curriculum & Instruction in the Elementary School: Mathematics

EDUC 332 Curriculum & Instruction in the Elementary School: Social Studies

EDUC 333 Curriculum & Instruction in the Elementary School: Science

EDUC 336 Curriculum & Instruction in the Elementary Schools: Writing and the Language Arts

Fieldwork/Teaching Courses
EDUC 330A Teaching in the Elementary School

SPED 361 Field Studies Practicum in Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Single Subject Option
Curriculum and Instruction Courses
EDUC 322 Curriculum & Instruction in the Secondary School

or EDUC 322I  Introduction to Teaching in the Secondary Schools
EDUC 335 Curriculum & Instruction in the Secondary School: Reading
Fieldwork/Teaching Courses: Single Subject Option

EDUC 320A Teaching in the Secondary School

or EDUC 320I Internship Teaching in the Secondary School

SPED 361 Field Studies Practicum in Mild/Moderate Disabilities
During coursework taken prior to student teaching, special education candidates complete a series of targeted observations and field experiences in different special education programs. Included in these are requirements for candidates to write an IEP including specific goals and objectives for a student with special needs; write an Educational Evaluation Report; and write a Behavioral Intervention Plan. During the course sequence leading up to full-time student teaching and field studies practicum, candidates complete a minimum of 60 hours of classroom observations, including at least 30 hours of teaching general education content, at least 15 hours in classrooms with English learners and at least 15 hours in the resource classroom of a special education teacher.
Special education candidates choosing the Multiple Subjects option complete a minimum of nine weeks of full day teaching in a Special Day Class or Resource Specialist Program, with three weeks of full responsibility for planning, teaching, assessing, and supervising support personnel under the direction of a special education Directing Teacher. The candidate must also complete a minimum of six weeks of full day teaching in a general education classroom, with two weeks of full responsibility for planning and teaching all subjects. General Education student teaching is normally completed prior to enrolling in SPED 361 Field Studies Practicum in Mild/Moderate Disabilities. Special education candidates choosing the Single Subject option complete a semester of full day participation in a middle school or high school, with full responsibility for at least two special education classes, under the direction of a special education Directing Teacher, and full responsibility for one general education class in a specific subject, under the direction of a general education Directing Teacher. During student teaching, all candidates are supported by a Directing Teacher and a COC supervisor and are required to attend a weekly seminar taught by COC faculty.

Special education Interns must also satisfy subject matter requirements and complete 160 hours of pre-service training prior to the issuance of an Intern Credential. Prior to the issuance of an Intern Credential, Special education Interns must satisfy subject matter requirements and complete 160 hours of pre-service training. Interns begin their program with EDUC 330 I (Multiple Subject option) or EDUC 322I (Single Subject option)  which covers issues aligned with the TPEs, including classroom management, curriculum planning, instruction for student engagement and practical issues of grading, conferencing and evaluation. In addition, Interns observe at least 10 hours in classrooms with English learners and at least 10 hours in special education classrooms. On securing a paid teaching position, Interns teach for at least one full school year. Special education Interns must also complete a six-week supervised teaching experience in a general education setting. Throughout their Internship, Interns are supported on the job by a district-appointed support provider and a COC supervisor, and they are required to attend a weekly seminar taught by COC faculty.
Assessment of Candidate Competence
Candidate competence in the Education Specialist Preliminary Mild/Moderate Credential Program is assessed in by multiple measures throughout the program. Course grades and scores on Integrated Performance Measures (IPMs—key assignments/projects completed as part of program coursework) provide formative assessment data on candidate progress. Program faculty carefully monitor the progress of each candidate/Intern to ensure that appropriate support is provided for candidates who are not meeting progress benchmarks. 
During student teaching and the field practicum, candidates are observed and evaluated by a Directing Teacher for both general education and special education, as well as a COC supervisor. Prior to and including the 2009-10 academic year, fieldwork observations were based on the California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTP). Beginning Fall semester, 2010, fieldwork observations will be based on the Teaching Performance Expectations (TPEs). Fieldwork evaluations are used both for formative assessment and as a means for guiding improvement efforts. At the end of the candidate’s general education student teaching experience and the special education field practicum experience, candidates receive a final (summative) evaluation from both the Directing Teacher and the COC supervisor. The results of these evaluations are reviewed in a three-way conference with the candidate.
Artifacts from IPMs, along with candidate reflections on their own learning from these assignments/projects and the final evaluations from student teaching and field experience practica, are collected in portfolios maintained by candidates throughout the program. Candidates present their portfolios to program faculty at the end of their programs, and the results of the candidates’ portfolio presentations and culminating interview serve as a summative assessment of candidate competence.
