State Of California

Commission on Teacher Credentialing
1900 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95811-4213
(888) 921-2682
Email: credentials@ctc.ca.gov
Website: www.ctc.ca.gov

DOCUMENTS FOR SERVICE IN SPECIAL CENTERS FOR THE HANDICAPPED
(Formerly Development Center Permits)

Effective February 17, 1986, initial assignment to teach in a special center shall require a Special Education
Specialist Instruction Credential authorizing the teaching of the Severely Handicapped, the Restricted Severely
Handicapped Credential, the Life Development Center Instruction Permit, the Special Center Permit, or any
other special education credential that, under previous laws and regulations, authorized teaching in programs for
children who are severely handicapped as defined in Education Code Section 56030.5.

Holders of a Development Center Instruction Permit may continue to serve in a special center, as defined in
Education Code Section 56364, until their permits expire. Development Center Permits are not renewable and
holders of this permit will, upon the expiration date of the permit, be required to apply for the Special Center
Permit, Restricted Severely Handicapped Credential, or Severely Handicapped Specialist Credential, in order to
continue to teach in a special center.

RESTRICTED SEVERELY HANDICAPPED CREDENTIAL

Requirements for issuance
Applicant must satisfy all of the following requirements:

Baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited institution

Possession of a Special Center Permit or other permit or credential which authorizes service in a special
center

Three years of successful employment in a special center

Completion of a Commission-accredited program for the Special Education Specialist Instruction
Credential authorizing the teaching of the severely handicapped

Verification of passage of the California Basic Education Skills Test (CBEST)

Authorization:
The Restricted Severely Handicapped Credential authorizes the instruction, guidance, and care of children in a
special center and not in a special class as both are used in Article 4, Section 56364, California Education Code.

SPECIAL CENTER PERMIT
Requirements for issuance
Renewal application packets must include all of the following:

1. Possession of a permit which authorizes service in a special center

2. Minimum of two (2) years of successful full-time teaching experience in a position requiring the special
center permit
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3. Sixty semester hours of college course work including eight semester hours selected from the following
fields: specialized preparation to serve as a teacher of exceptional children, nursery education, early
childhood education, or child development. An applicant who has not completed the 60 semester hours
of college work at the time his or her provisional Development Center Permit expires has a right of
appeal pursuant to Title 5 Sections 80505-80522

4, Application form and current fee

Authorization:
The Special Center Permit authorizes the instruction, guidance, and care of children in a special center as
defined in Education Code Sections 56364 and 56030.5.

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 80047.2, 80061, 80061.1, and 80061.2
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