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I. Educator Quality 

c)  Ensure  that  credential  processing  and  assignment  monitoring  activities  accurately,  effectively,  and 
efficiently  identify  educators  who  have met  high  and  rigorous  certification  standards  and  who  are 
appropriately assigned. 
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Request to Waive the Requirement that a Candidate Hold a Bachelor’s 
Degree from a Regionally Accredited College or University  

  
 

Executive Summary: This agenda item contains a 
request from Academy of Art University (AAU) to 
waive  the  requirement  that  a  candidate hold  a 
bachelor’s  degree  from  a  regionally  accredited 
college  or  university,  specifically  for  an  AAU 
graduate, Jason Gilbertson. 
 
Recommended  Action:  That  the  Commission 
determine whether to grant or deny the request. 

 
Presenter:  Raquel  Rodriguez,  Staff  Services 
Manager, Certification Division 
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Request to Waive the Requirement that a Candidate hold a 
Bachelor’s Degree from a Regionally Accredited College or 

University 
 

 
Introduction 
This  agenda  item  contains  a  request  from  Academy  of  Art  University  (AAU)  to  waive  the 
requirement that a candidate hold a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college or 
university, specifically for an AAU graduate, Jason Gilbertson. 
 
Background Related to the Regional Accreditation Requirement 
For institutions based in California, the regional accrediting body is the Western Association of 
Schools  and  Colleges  (WASC).  Post‐secondary  institutions  in  California must  have  achieved 
accreditation  from WASC  for  (1)  the acceptance of baccalaureate or higher degrees  that are 
required for the award of credentials, and (2) the evaluation and accreditation of preparation 
programs  that must be completed  to qualify  for professional credentials. The requirement  to 
have a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited institution is found in Education Code 
sections 44225(a)(1) and 44259(b)(1), and is legally required for most credentials. In 1994, the 
Commission  adopted  the  following  policy  as  recommended  by  the  Preparation  Standards 
Committee. 
 

Credentials which  require  the  completion of a baccalaureate or higher degree will be 
granted only to individuals who have attained the baccalaureate degree or higher degree 
from a regionally accredited college or university. 
 

Under Education Code section 44225(m), the Commission may consider requests from programs 
to waive one or more requirements for licensure as an educator. The Commission may grant a 
waiver  if  it  finds  that  “professional  preparation  equivalent  to  that  prescribed  under  the 
provision…to be waived will be, or has been, completed by the credential candidate...” 
 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and Academy of Art University  
AAU had a WASC visit for candidacy  in spring 2006 and was granted accreditation on May 25, 
2007. AAU’s current WASC status  is “Accredited with Notice of Concern” and the university  is 
scheduled  for  a  special WASC  visit  in  fall  2016  according  to Mia  Lowe, WASC Accreditation 
Process Coordinator and the WASC’s website. 
 
Waiver Authority 
In November 1994, the Commission reviewed and adopted policies on case by case requests to 
waive the regional accreditation requirement. The adopted policies consist of the following four 
principles.  
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(1) Waivers are  temporary and are  intended  to mitigate  the adverse  impact of credential 

requirements by providing additional time for individuals to meet those requirements; 

(2) Waivers are granted to enable educational institutions to achieve goals established by the 

state; 

(3) Waivers are permissible  if the outcome of such a waiver will provide significant help  in 

addressing identified critical needs of schools and school children; and 

(4) Waivers  are  permissible  if  there  are  accompanying  mechanisms  for  assuring  that 
Commission  standards  are not  lowered  and  that quality of preparation  is maintained 
under the waiver provisions. 
 

It has been in the context of these provisions that the Commission has, from time to time, granted 
waivers of one or more of the requirements related to regional accreditation.  
 
Request for a Waiver of Regional Accreditation for Academy of Art University 
Academy of Art University, formerly Academy of Art College, has requested that the Commission 
grant a waiver of the regional accreditation requirement. The institution’s request is limited in 
scope and would allow a graduate,  specifically  Jason Gilbertson,  to be accepted  into a post‐
graduate program of teacher preparation at other Commission‐accredited institutions and would 
allow  the  degree  to  be  accepted  for  the  credential,  subject  to  the  completion  of  all  other 
requirements.  
 
Jason Gilbertson earned his Bachelors’ of Arts  in Motion Pictures and Television  in  June 2004 
from AAU  located  in  San  Francisco. AAU was granted  regional accreditation  in May 2007 by 
WASC. A letter dated January 19, 2016 from AAU states that the degree requirements fulfilled in 
2004 by Mr. Gilbertson mirror those required in 2007. The Commission also received an analysis 
by AAU of  its graduation requirements  in 2004, at the time of graduation, compared with the 
requirements at the time of accreditation. Both documents are provided in the appendix of this 
item. 
 
Mr. Gilbertson states that he has been accepted into an Education Specialist preparation program 
in the Moderate/Severe Disabilities specialty area at Brandman University but, due to his degree 
being from an entity that did not have regional accreditation, his enrollment has been put on 
hold. The Commission issued a Certificate of Clearance to Mr. Gilbertson in 2012 and no other 
applications have been received. 
 
Since under Education Code section 44225(m) the Commission may grant a waiver if it finds that 
the  candidate’s  preparation  is  “equivalent”  to  that  required  by  state  law,  the  issue  for  the 
Commission’s determination  is whether graduation from AAU three years prior to  its regional 
accreditation is equivalent to graduation from an accredited institution.  
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Options Regarding the Granting of the Waiver 
Option One 
The Commission could elect to deny the waiver of the regional accreditation requirement for the 
bachelor’s degree earned by Mr. Gilbertson at AAU thereby making a strong statement regarding 
the importance of regional accreditation. As a result of this decision, graduates of AAU prior to 
2007 would be required to complete a second degree at a regionally accredited institution and 
then complete a teacher preparation program, thus requiring approximately two additional years 
of preparation.  
 
Option Two 
The Commission could elect to grant the waiver of the regional accreditation requirement for the 
bachelor’s  degree  earned  by  Mr.  Gilbertson  at  AAU.  In  granting  the  limited  waiver,  the 
Commission might be concerned that additional individuals in similar circumstances might seek 
the waiver, thus increasing the number of credentials issued to individuals on the basis of degrees 
from non‐regionally accredited institutions. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff  recommends  that  the  Commission  determine whether  to  grant  or  deny  the  requested 
waiver. 

 



Undergraduate School 

Graduate School 

Online Programs 

Continuing Art Education 

Pre-College Art Experience Programs 

Acting 

Advertising 

Animation & Visual Effects 

Architecture 

Art Education 

Art History 

Art Teaching Credential 

Fashion 

fashion Journalism 

Fashion Styling 

fine Art 

Game Design 

Graph'1c Design 

Illustration 

Industrial Design (Transportation & 
Product Design I 

Interior Architecture & Design 

Jewelry & Metal Arts 

Landscape Architecture 

Motion Pictures & Television 

Multimedia Communications 

Music Production & Sound Design 
for Visual Media 

Photography 

Studio Production for Advertising 
& Design 

Visual Development 

Web Design & New Media 

Writing for Film, Television 
& Digital Media 

Accredited Member WASC. NASAD, 
CIDA IBFA-IAD, MFA-IADI. NAAB 
(B.ARCH, M.ARCHI, CTC (California 
Teacher Credential) 

@ ACADEMY of ART UNIVERSITY®

FOUNDED IN SAN FRANCISCO 1929 BY ARTISTS FOR AR T ISTS 

January 19, 2016 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing 
1900 Capitol A venue 
Sacramento, CA 95 811 

Dear Commission on Teacher Credentialing: 

On behalf of Academy of Art University, we would like to request a waiver of 
the requirement that a candidate hold a bachelor's degree or higher from a 
regionally accredited college or university for Jason Gilbertson who graduated 
with a BF A in Motion Pictures and Television in 2004. Mr. Gilbertson 
graduated three years before Academy of Art University achieved regional 
accreditation from the WASC Senior College and University Commission 
(WSCUC) in 2007. The Academy was nationally accredited by ACICS and 
NASAD (thrnugh 2023) at the time Mr. Gilbe1ison graduated. The Academy 
received eligibility to pursue initial accreditation from WSCUC in January of 
2004 and achieved initial accreditation in June 2007. The Academy received a 
seven year grant ofreaccreditation from WSCUC in 2014. We are seeking the 
waiver for Mr. Gilbertson because the degree requirements he falfilled in 
2004 minor those required in 2007 at the time regional accreditation was first 
granted. 

We hope that our request will be added to the agenda of the next Commission 
meeting and we would be glad to attend to answer any additional questions at 
that time. 

Supporting documentation accompanying this request for a waiver includes 
Mr. Gilbertson's transcript for the BFA in Motion Pictures and Television 
degree granted in 2004, and the degree requirements of the BFA in Motion 
Pictures and Television in 2007. 
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