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Executive Summary: This agenda item presents
possible appointees for Educator Preparation
Student Liaison to the Commission.

Recommended Action: That the Executive
Committee select and appoint an Educator
Preparation Student Liaison to the Commission.

Presenter: Rhonda Brown, Manager, Executive
Office

Strategic Plan Goal

lll: Communication and Engagement

a)

Maintain and strengthen working relationships with the Commission’s diverse stakeholder community.
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Educator Preparation Student Liaison

Introduction
This agenda item presents three applicants for Educator Preparation Student Liaison to the
Commission on Teacher Credentialing (Commission) for possible appointment by the Executive
Committee.

Background

Section 201 of the Commission’s Manual allows for the appointment of a student enrolled in an
educator preparation program to serve as a liaison to the Commission for one year beginning
on October 1 of the year of appointment. The Educator Preparation Student Liaison will
represent the views and experiences of students to the Commission.

Application and Selection Process

The application form and instructions regarding the application process were circulated to the
public, stakeholders, and deans and directors of Commission approved educator preparation
programs at institutions of higher education and local education agencies through direct email.
An announcement that applications were being accepted for the liaison position was also
posted on the Commission’s website. Interested parties were instructed to complete the
application form and send it, with all additional requested documentation, to the attention of
the Executive Office. The application deadline was set at June 30, 2015.

The Commission received 10 applications from individuals interested in the Educator
Preparation Student Liaison appointment. Staff worked with Commissioners Gonzalez and
Martin to screen applications and interview finalists for consideration by the Executive
Committee. Three finalists, listed below, were selected for an interview via conference call. The
application materials for each finalist are included in Appendix A. Commissioners Gonzalez and
Martin will recommend one candidate to the Executive Committee for appointment as
Educator Preparation Student Liaison to the Commission.

e Brandon Kent
e Rachel Siegman
e Grace Wakefield

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Executive Committee select and appoint an Educator Preparation
Student Liaison to the Commission.
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Office of the Executive Director

Educator Preparation Student Liaison Application

A. ldentification:
Name )4@”‘), %VOW') OZO M ‘ L@Q/

Last First Middle
address___ [ NG
City C:;\'or@s Zip Code 60
Home Phone: ~4f//3r Cell Phone:
E-Mail Address
B. Education:

Name and Location of Current Educator Preparation Program

Cal’{;mla S‘hﬁ%& (/lmv@‘f)’ , LDV\O\ L?)e,a(‘/l—.
mta”ub 5&4 I@CX' Cdeox,m"fM’ pf‘@z\}mm
Ufbavx a‘ewher E ducshon AC&-D(&MIY n_a Clinica] Hamc/uTEAz:l—b

C. Verification of Program Enrollment and minimum GPA:
All applications must include verification of current enroliment in an education
preparation program and a minimum 3.0 grade point average (GPA). Verification of
enrolilment may be official transcripts or a letter signed by the dean or chair of the
Education Department. A letter of admission in a program will be sufficient during the
screening of the application; however, verification of enroliment must be received prior to
appointment by the Commission.

D. Essay:

All applications must include an essay of not less than 500 words in which the applicant
explains why he or she wishes to serve as Educator Preparation Student Liaison.

VERIFICATION BY APPLICANT

| hereby certify that all statements made in this application are true and correct. |
understand that if | am selected for appointment | must execute an Oath of Office

and abide byithe laws and rules applicable to officers of the State of California.
A b/26/1s
/ Signature Date

Ensuring Educator Excellence
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

College of Education
Department of Teacher Education

June 25,2015

Office of the Executive Director of the Commission on Teacher Credentialing
1900 Capitol Avenue Sacramento, CA 95811

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of Brandon Lee Kent's application to serve on the Commission for
Teacher Credentialing as a non-voting student member. Brandon is one of our outstanding
students in the Department of Teacher Education. He just graduated with a B.A. in Liberal
Studies, Option for the Multiple Subject Credential at CSU Long Beach. Brandon is currently
enrolled for the 2015-16 Academic Year, to complete teaching methods classes and student
teaching in our Urban Teacher Education in a Clinical Home (UTEACH) pathway.

Brandon is an excellent representative of our campus. He has served as a Student
Ambassador for the College of Education. He has demonstrated a very strong interest in
many of the larger issues facing schooling in California such as meeting the needs of diverse
student populations, the challenges of urban schooling, and quality implementation of
Common Core State Standards for all students. [ hope that you will give his application
serious consideration.

Sinc ,

Dr. Paul Boyd-Bdtstone, Ph.D.

Chair of the Department of Teacher Education
Paul.boyd-batstone@csulb.edu

OF# 562.985.1012

Cc:  Marquita Grenot-Scheyer, Dean of the College of Education
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Brandon Lee Kent

Candidate for Educator Preparation Student Liaison

To the Selection Committee for the Commission on Teacher Credentialing:

I, Brandon Kent, wish to represent the College of Education at CSU, Long Beach as an Educator
Preparation Student Liaison. I graduated this past semester with a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies
where I grew a passion for teaching under the teacher track program. Ihave accumulated over 200
hours of in-class observation and participation where I learned to understand, practice, and analyze
various approaches to the Common Core Curriculum. Now as a graduate, I will be returning as a Post-
Baccalaureate to student teach under the Urban Teacher Education Academy in a Clinical Home
(UTEACH) program. Upon completion, I will be acquiring my Multiple Subject Teaching Credential

in the state of California.

For the past two years, I have been a student representative for the College of Education. I will be
continuing my second year as a board member on the College of Education Student Assembly where I
have gained many key relationships amongst the faculty and staff in my respective college. I am also
a student ambassador for the College of Education where I serve a leadership position advocating the
policies and programs that our department has to offer while also assisting current students enrolled in
the program. Ihave also created a new organization on campus called the First Generation Student
Assembly, which provides a safe space and a valuable peer resource for all first generation students on

campus.

In all, my experiences have well adapted me for the Educator Preparation Student Liaison position.

As a potential candidate, I have a lot of key perspectives that will serve valuable in representation of
all future educators alike. I understand the responsibilities of a Student Liaison to be the student
representative at CTC meetings while also continuing these discussions with my student body about
education preparedness. I believe I can fully accommodate to these basic standards while also seeking
out further opportunities to advance the Student Liaison as an invaluable position amongst the

Commission.
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Commission on Teacher Credentialing
1900 Capitol Avenue Sacramento, CA 95811 (916) 322-6253 Fax (916) 445-0800 WWWw.ctc.ca.gov

Office of the Executive Director

Educator Preparation Student Liaison Application

A. Identification:

name | SIEGMAN R ACHEL MARIE

Last First Middle
address_ [ NG
City _Rerkeey Zip Code__ A4 708

Home Phone:_ Cell Phone:

E-Mail Address
B. Education:
Name and Location of Current Educator Preparation Program
PEOPERDINE LN NERS(TY
24UH255 PAC\Y I COAST Bl6HWAY
MALIBY. , CA G023

C. Verification of Program Enroliment and minimum GPA:
All applications must include verification of current enrollment in an education
preparation program and a minimum 3.0 grade point average (GPA). Verification of
enroliment may be official transcripts or a letter signed by the dean or chair of the
Education Department. A letter of admission in a program will be sufficient during the
screening of the application; however, verification of enroliment must be received prior to
appointment by the Commission.

D. Essay:

All applications must include an essay of not less than 500 words in which the applicant

explains why he or she wishes to serve as Educator Preparation Student Liaison.

VERIFICATION BY APPLICANT

| hereby certify that all statements made in this application are true and correct. |
understand that if | am selected for appointment | must execute an Oath of Office
and abide by the laws and rules applicable to officers of the State of California.

Rackd) m 6/i5]is

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Signature Date RECEIVED

JUN 222015

Ensuring Educator Excellence CONMMISSION TEACKER
CREDENTIALING
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PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

Seaver College

HUMANITIES AND TEACHER EDUCATION DIVISION
GREAT BOOKS PROGRAM

May 27, 2015
To the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing:

This letter is to confirm that Rachel Siegman is enrolled in the Pepperdine Teacher Education Program
and is actively pursuing her CA teaching credential. Her current GPA is 3.57, which is her cumulative GPA

at Pepperdine University.

Thank you for considering her as Educator Preparation Student Liaison.

ﬂw&/ Dz

Michael Ditmore, PhD
Chair, Division of Humanities and Teacher Education
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Rachel Marie Siegman

D. Essay: All applications must include an essay of not less than 500 words in which the
applicant explains why he or she wishes to serve as Educator Preparation Student Liaison.

Education shapes our world and defines our future. It is a system that fosters lifelong
learning and allows hearts and minds to come together for the betterment of all. As long as I can
recall I have been passionate about learning and have wanted to make my contribution to our
world through the admirable profession of teaching. I am currently completing the Teacher
Education program at Pepperdine University, which is providing me with a strong educational
foundation. I wish to enthusiastically share the strategies and principals I have learned, along
with my various educational experiences with the Commission through the role of Educator
Preparation Student Liaison.

The greatest factor to delivering high quality education and promoting a positive learning
environment is having high quality passionate teachers. In order to achieve this goal and be an
effective educator, teachers must fully understand the importance of classroom management and
curriculum preparation. Teaching and learing connects the teacher and student in a profound
way, therefore in order for this to be a positive experience educators must always view
preparation as a necessity.

I believe I have the experience and energy to be an effective Educator Preparation
Student liaison. I have served, observed, assisted, and student-taught in public preschool,
elementary, middle, and high schools, including special education classes, in both northern and
southern California. In addition, I have been a teacher’s assistant at my university and a tutor for
all grade levels. I also have experience as an AmeriCorps member for the Jumpstart program in
inner city Los Angeles and working for Peninsula Bridge Summer Program in the Bay Area for
underserved students. I have also volunteered for several service trips abroad teaching students
English in Botswana, Costa Rica, and Guatemala. Furthermore, I tutored for a year in Buenos
Aires, Argentina at an orphanage and after-school program. I have seen firsthand the impact of
teacher preparation, and also from the lack thereof. I have also been involved in teacher
preparation covering possible scenarios and understating the need to remain flexible in one’s
teaching approach to accommodate varied learning styles and backgrounds.

As I continue to experience new schools through my student teaching I learn more about
the educational system, school environments, faculty dynamics, and the role of the school board,
as well as the importance of fostering parental involvement. My training in a diverse range of
schools and classrooms would strengthen open conversation with the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing.

I seek to motivate my students to explore their potential by showing how much they
matter and fostering their confidence to the point where they feel they can achieve their highest
goals through hard work and perseverance. I want to encourage thought provoking questions,
innovative answers, and creative methods. Martin Luther King Jr. says, “Intelligence plus
character-that is the goal of true education.” I chose this path with my heart, as there is an
energy that stirs deep in my soul when I am amidst learning. To see a student grasping a concept
that was once difficult or to watch another student tackle advanced lessons is what I find
ultimately rewarding because I had a part in educating the future of tomorrow

I have often been told I have a natural teaching ability coupled with strong
organizational and social skills. I relish being a positive role model in leadership roles (this past
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year serving as Pepperdine University’s Model United Nation’s President and Vice President of
Pepperdine University’s Kappa Delta Pi, Educational Honors Society), and strongly believe
serving as the Educator Preparation Student Liaison for the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing would strengthen my own personal academic journey as a young educator.

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself." -
John Dewey, Educational reformer and psychologist.
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. Commission on Teacher Credentialing
' 1900 Capitol Avenue Sacramento, CA 95811 (916) 322-6253 Fax (916) 445-0800 www.ctc.ca.gov

Office of the Executive Director

Educator Preparation Student Liaison Application

A. ldentification:

Name Wakefield Grace Adeline
Last First Middle

Address___ [N

City San Francisco Zip Code_94121

B. Education:

Name and Location of Current Educator Preparation Program

University of San Francisco — Dual Degree in Teacher Preparation Program

2130 Fulton Street, ED 246
San Francisco, CA 94117

C. Verification of Program Enrollment and minimum GPA:
All applications must include verification of current enrollment in an education
preparation program and a minimum 3.0 grade point average (GPA). Verification “of
enrollment may be official transcripts or a letter signed by the dean or chair of the
Education Department. A letter of admission in a program will be sufficient during the
screening of the application; however, verification of enrollment must be received prior to
appointment by the Commission.

D. Essay:
All applications must include an essay of not less than 500 words in which the applicant

explains why he or she wishes to serve as Educator Preparation Student Liaison.

VERIFICATION BY APPLICANT

| hereby certify that all statemepts made in this application are true and correct. |
understand that if | am selectefl for appointment | must execute an Oath of Office
pplicable to officers of the State of California.

June 9th 2015

Date EXECUTIVE OFFICE
RECEIVED

JUN 222015

COM SSION TEACHER
o august CUERENTIALING

Signatu“e

Ensuring Educator Excellence
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\ﬂ/n\/ UNIVERSITY OF . | Dual Degree in Teacher Preparation

==y 2130 Fulton Street
/\UJ/\ SAN FRANCISCO . San Francisco, CA 94117-1080

) Tel 415.422.6321

CHANGE THE WORLD FROM HERE Fax 415.422.5504

www.usfca.edu/dualdegree

June 16, 2015

RE: Grace Wakefield - Application for Educator Preparation Student Liaison
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to verify that Grace A. Wakefield is a current student enrolled in the
Dual Degree in Teacher Preparation (DDTP) program at University of San Francisco.
You will not see the program name indicated anywhere on her transcript, however,
you will see that she has been taking the graduate-level teacher education courses
(numbered 600 and above) and early fieldwork, demonstrating her participation in
the program. - : :

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

ke

Melissa Hope

Coordinator

Dual Degree in Teacher Preparation
University of San Francisco
415-422-6321

mlhope@usfca.edu
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Grace Wakefield
CTC Liaison Application Essay

A few weeks ago [ was sitting in Lecture Theater 2C of the Leslie Social
Science Building at the University of Cape Town listening to my South African peers
engage in an “Imbizo* for Decolonizing the Humanities.” Members of the diverse
crowd, so aware, so impassioned by this project of curriculum transformation from
a colonialist agenda to an African perspective of empowerment, spoke in an open
dialogue about what they wanted to see in their classrooms, on their campus, in
their libraries, and on their syllabi. There were no disagreements or arguments, just
open dialogue and communication—students saying what they wanted for their
education and from their education. It was in the midst of these discussions that
one of my peers, Sam, a friend and Philosophy major asked, “This is a question: but
what are we teaching our education students about decolonizing and transforming
curriculum when they go out and teach grades R*-12. Is the education department
transforming to deconstruct colonial education outside of UCT?”

As a semester study abroad student not enrolled in UCT’s education
department, I was wondering the same thing and found myself wanting to know the
answer. As a student normally enrolled in the University of San Francisco’s Dual
Degree in Teacher Preparation Program, on a different continent and in different
historical, cultural, and political contexts, I do know the answer for American
students. And that is wholly important to me. Knowing what undergraduates— my
peers in San Francisco, all around the world, and I—are doing to prepare ourselves
for culturally responsive, academically prepared, and critically effective pedagogy.
This is essential in my learning of how to be the best future teacher I could possibly
be. Being aware of what we, as future teachers, need to know, learn, and do before
we lead a classroom is part of a process, one that education preparation programs
like Dual Degree are preparing me for.

An essential part of that process is communication and dialogue between
students and the systems that train us, like imbizo participants and UCT or an
Educator Preparation Student Liaison and the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing. In my time at USF, the following experiences have immersed me in a
variety of classroom cultures: a student internship with the Dual Degree Program at
USF, an early fieldwork internship at Dianne Feinstein Elementary School, tutoring
for AVID at Wallenberg High School, volunteering at Alternatives in Action Charter
School in Alameda, founding and presiding over USF’s Future Teacher Association,
and my sociological research of the inequalities present in San Francisco Unified
School District. I have come to understand the intense value of communication
between teachers, administrators, policy makers, and my fellow students as we
engage with teacher preparedness.

The Educator Preparation Student Liaison would be the ultimate and
primary channel for me to vitally communicate between my fellow future teachers
and the CTC, and, in many ways, make it possible for me to not only know, but also
help, inform the answers to questions like Sam’s as it applies to California’s future
teachers: How are we preparing education students in California to teach? What are
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all the perspectives and experiences involved in these processes? How do we
communicate for effectiveness, growth, and positive change in our classrooms led
by our future teachers?” In answering these questions, working with the CTC
directly, and—most importantly— facilitating communication between my peers,
programs, and policies, I wish very much to be the CTC’s Educator Preparation
Student Liaison. [ believe this opportunity will provide me with a unique
experience and set of skills, and thus further prepare me to be the most effective
future teacher that I can be.

*Imbizo is an isiZulu word meaning discussion or forum on policy
*Grade R is the South African equivalent to Kindergarten

EC 1A-12 August
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