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Why the need for an Inventory  

• Inform policy debate about the 
qualifications and competencies for 
early childhood teachers 

• Provide a systematic look at a state’s 
early childhood higher education 
system 

• Establish baseline descriptions of 
higher education offerings and faculty 
for early care and education 
practitioners 

• Assess variation in higher education 
early childhood programs  

• Identify gaps and opportunities in the 
available offerings   
 
 

ECHEI: Background & Purpose 



Faculty 

Mapping 
Program 

Early Childhood Higher 
Education Inventory  

Three Components  



California:  
Preliminary Findings 
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Degree Programs 

 
145 institutions of higher education offer early childhood 

degree programs in California 
 

• 103 community colleges offer 150 associate degree programs 
 

• 42 forty-two colleges and universities offer: 
• 48 bachelor’s degrees 
• 27 master’s degree 

 
• 1 early childhood education doctoral program 
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Primary Goal of California's Early Childhood Higher Education Degree 
Programs, by Degree Program 

To prepare students for teaching and/or administrative roles - only in early childhood education settings for children birth to five

To prepare students for teaching and/or administrative roles in early childhood and elementary education settings

To prepare students for the roles of early interventionists or early childhood special educators

To prepare students for multiple roles involving young children, working in many types of settings

Other
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Content 

 
• Most programs required content in the following topic areas: 

• Child development and learning 
• Teaching diverse child populations 
• Teaching and curriculum 
• Teaching skills in early childhood settings 
• Family and community 

• Uneven focus on: 
• Development of children’s mathematical understanding 
• Teaching children math skills 

• Limited focus on leadership and administration  
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Uneven Focus of Course Content  
by Age Group 
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Teaching Children Literacy Skills 
Age Group Focus, by Degree Program 

Birth to two years 3 and/or 4 years (Pre-K) Transitional Kindergarten K-grade 3 or higher
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Uneven Focus of Course Content  
by Age Group 
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Development of Children's Mathematical Understanding: Number 
Sense 

Age-Group Focus, by Degree Program 

Birth to two years 3 and/or 4 years (Pre-K) Transitional Kindergarten K-grade 3 or higher

Note: birth to two years not available for MSC programs 
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Multiple Subject Credential Programs 
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Lack of access to quality transitional kindergarten
classrooms for clinical experiences

Lack of course content focused on children younger
than five

Lack of resources to support program planning
efforts to prepare students to teach in transitional

kindergarten classrooms

Lack of program standards related to transitional
kindergarten to guide course content

Challenges to Preparing Students to work in Transitional 
Kindergarten Program as Reported by Multiple Subject Credential 

Programs 

N=22 
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Multiple Subjects Credential Programs: 
Course Alignment of with CA Early Learning Standards 

Don't know
Changes to content will be made only if/when reflected in MSC Program Standards
Not covered/no changes planned
New content awaiting college approval or in the planning phase
Currently aligned

Multiple Subject Credential Programs 
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Uneven Application of Clinical Experiences 

• Student teaching: 
– Required of students in MSC programs 
– Required by approximately 1/3 of associate and 

bachelor’s degree programs 
– Required by less than 1/5 of master’s degree 

programs 
• Practicum 

– Required by the vast majority of associate, 
bachelor’s, and MSC programs 

– Required by 1/2 of master’s degree programs 
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Uneven Application of Clinical Experiences 
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Age Groups Required in Practicum Experiences, 
by Program Type 

Birth to two years 3 and/or 4 years (Pre-K) Transitional Kindergarten K-grade 3 or higher

Note: TK data not available for associate degree program; birth to 
two years not available for MSC programs. 
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Reliance on Adjunct Faculty 
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Employment Status of Faculty Participating in the California Early 
Childhood Higher Education Inventory,  

by Degree Program 

Full-time, non-tenured faculty Tenure-track and/or tenured faculty Adjunct faculty and/or part-time lecturer
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Age of Faculty Participating in the California Early Childhood Higher 
Education Inventory,  
by Degree Program  

Younger than 40 years 40-49 years 50-59 years 60 years or older
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Lack of Racial/Ethnic Diversity Among the 
Early Childhood Faculty 
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Race/Ethnicity of Faculty Participating in the California Early 
Childhood Higher Education Inventory, 

by Degree Program 

White/Caucasian Latino/Hispanic Black/African-American Asian Multi-racial/Other Decline to state
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Faculty Professional Development Needs 
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Teaching economically diverse college students

Teaching practitioners to work with children with special needs

Teaching practitioners to work with children who are dual language
learners

Teaching culturally and ethnically diverse college students

Using technology to promote adult learning

Teaching linguistically diverse college students

Selected Professional Development Topics that Would be Helpful to Faculty 
Participating in the California Early Childhood Higher Education Inventory,  

by Degree Program 

Associate Degree Faculty (N=237) Bachelor's Degree Faculty (N=73) Master's Degree Faculty (N=39)





For more information 
Contact us at: 
laustin@berkeley.edu 
 
The forthcoming Inventory report 
will be posted at: 
www.irle.berkeley.edu/cscce 
 

Questions? 
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