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Executive Summary: This agenda item 
presents a request by resolution from the 
Governing Board of Palisades Charter School 
in Los Angeles County to the Commission for 
the issuance of a credential, based on 
Eminence, in the subject of Drama to Nancy 
Cassaro-Fracchiolla. 
 

Recommended Action: Staff historically does 
not make a recommendation on Eminence 
Credentials. 
 

Presenter: Erin Skubal, Program Analyst, and 
Terri H. Fesperman, Director, Certification 
Division 
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Request for Consideration of Eminence Credential  
 

 
Introduction  
The Governing Board of Palisades Charter High School in Los Angeles County, by resolution, 
adopted on December 13, 2012, in accordance with Education Code section 44262 recommends 
to the Commission the issuance of a credential based on Eminence in the subject of Drama to 
Nancy Cassaro-Fracchiolla. 
 
Background 
Education Code section 44262 authorizes the Commission to issue an Eminence Credential to 
any person who has achieved eminence in a field of endeavor commonly taught or a service 
practiced in the public schools of California. Eminence credentials are issued in the specific 
content or service area requested. Each Eminence Credential is issued initially for a two-year 
period and may be renewed for a three-year period by the Commission upon the request of the 
governing board of the school district. The initial two- and subsequent three-year credentials are 
restricted to the recommending employer. Upon completion of the three-year renewal period, the 
holder of an Eminence Credential is issued a clear credential which is no longer restricted to an 
employer. 
 
Title 5 section 80043(a) defines an eminent individual as one who is recognized as such beyond 
the boundaries of his or her community, has demonstrably advanced his or her field, and has 
been acknowledged by his or her peers as beyond the norm for others in the specific endeavor. 
The pertinent Education Code and Title 5 sections are included on pages 6 and 7. 
 
The Commission has determined that an individual who has achieved eminence in their field in 
the three areas defined above would meet the following requirements: 
 

The individual is recognized as eminent beyond the boundaries of his or her community: 
To meet this requirement the individual must be renowned outside their geographical community 
with more merit given to interstate and international recognition. 
 
Demonstrably advanced his or her field: To meet this requirement an individual must provide 
documentation of advanced degrees and/or distinguished employment in the field/endeavor. 
Contributions to the field include evidence of authorship or research indicating a high level of 
expertise. 
 
Acknowledged by his or her peers as “beyond the norm” in the specific endeavor:  To meet 
this requirement the employing agency and the candidate must submit all of the following:  

 

1) Letters from former employers, professional colleagues and other experts in the field, 
relating to the individual’s recognized expertise or position of prominence in their field. 

2) Documents evidencing extraordinary ability worthy of distinction. 
3) Evidence of major, national or international awards recognizing uncommon    

achievement in and advancement of a particular field or endeavor. 
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4) Evidence of significant contribution to the field.  
5) Authorship of a new or unusually successful method of educating children or the public 

in the field or endeavor. 
6) Extraordinary success in their field  

 
The following table outlines the documentation submitted by Palisades Charter High School and 
Nancy Cassaro-Fracchiolla, nationally and internationally known professional writer and actor. 

 
Education 

 
Hofstra University, New York            Bachelors of Fine Arts Degree, Performance             1981   
 
 

Evidentiary Materials Presented By Nancy 
Cassaro-Fracchiolla 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Authorships: Published Plays, Screenplays, and Television Pilots 

Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding 
Published Play 

X X X 

Bubba the Cowboy Prince 
Published Play 

X   

Vicki Oberjeune: Alone in the Night 
Screenplay; co-authored 

X  X 

Devil and Daniel Webster/No Shortcut to 
Happiness 

Produced Screenplay; co-authored and starring 
Anthony Hopkins, Alec Baldwin, Amy Poehler 

X  X 

Tony n’ Tina Pilot and Pilot Presentation 
Castlerock Entertainment/20th Century Fox 

X X X 

Distinguished National and International Theatre Productions and Performances 

It’s a Lovin’ Thing, The Ballroom, NY, NY   X 

Very Vicki Christmas, The Ballroom, NY, NY X X X 

TNT Telethon, Waverly Theatre, NY, NY X  X 

Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding, NY/CA X X X 
Tennessee Williams’ The Dog Enchanted by the 

Divine View, World Premier, MS 
X  X 
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By Nancy 
Cassaro-Fracchiolla 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Letters in Support of Eminence 

Alec Baldwin, Actor X X X 

Tim Halkin, COO Tandem Communications X X X 
David Kaplan, Hofstra University Professor; 

Curator, Provincetown Theater Festival 
X X X 

Larry Pellegrini, Producer/Director X X X 
Stephen Holden, Film and Cabaret Critic, The 

New York Times 
 X X 

Janis Hirsch, Executive Producer   X 

Mark Nassar, Writer   X 

Joshua White, Television Director, Retired X X X 

Bill Condon, Screenwriter and Director  X X 

Jeff Greenstein, Writer, Producer, and Director X  X 

Mark L Campbell, LA Leadership Academy High   X 

Press Reviews and Articles 
1991 The Compass, Janet Coleman, University of 

Chicago Press 
  X 

1990, Cassaro says I do to Castle Rock, Fox, Lisa 
de Morales, The Hollywood Reporter 

X   

1990 Nancy Cassaro and the Artifice of 
Intelligence, Tom Provenzano, Drama-Logue 

X X X 

1989, We do We do! Steven Mikulan, LA Weekly X X X 

1989, ‘Tony n’ Tina’: Married to Their Work, 
Barbara Isenberg, Los Angeles Times 

  X 

1988, I Do, I Do- or What? , Cynthia Heimel, 
Details Magazine 

  X 

1988, Holy Matrimony! Michael Small, People    X 
1988, Avant-Garde Antics for Fearless  
   Audiences, Stephen Holden, The NY Times  

 X X 

1987, Comedy Actress Parodies 50’s-Style TV, 
Alvin Klein, The New York Times 

  X 

1987, A Valentine Show That Shoots Arrows 
Tipped With Satire, Stephen Holden, The New 
York Times 

  X 

1987, Artificial Xmas, Martin Schaeffer, New 
York Native 

  X 

1987, Artificial Intelligence, Stephen Holden, The 
New York Times 

 X  
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By Nancy 
Cassaro-Fracchiolla 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Professional Affiliations 

Screen Actors Guild of America (SAG-AFTRA)   X 

Writers Guild of America (WGA)   X 

Distinguished National and International Television and Film Performance 
Nip/Tuck (TV series, 2003-2004)  

Episode – Julia McNamara  
Episode – Mrs. Grubman  
Episode – Antonia Ramos  
Episode – Sofia Lopez II  
Episode – Mandi/Randi  

X   

Grounded for Life (TV series, 2002-2004)  
Episode – Me and Mrs. O  
Episode – Racketman  
Episode – Your Father Should Know: Part 2  
Episode – Swearin' to God   
Episode – Eddie Said Knock You Out  

X   

Getting Personal (TV series, 1998) 
Episode – When Co-Workers Attack  
Episode – Milo Does the Darndest Things  
Episode – Guess Who Else Is Coming to  

Dinner?  
Episode – Sam I Am  
Episode – My Best Fling's Wedding  
Episode – Raiders of the Lost Watch  
Episode – Chasing Sammy  
Episode – The No Joy Bad Luck Club  
Episode – Bring in 'Da Milo, Bring in 'Da  

Robyn  
Episode – The Date After  
Episode – Fix Me Up, Tie Me Down  
Episode – The Doctor Is In  
Episode – There's Something About Rhonda  
Episode – The Wedding Zinger  
Episode – Midnight Milo  
Episode – Last Three Temptations of Robyn 

Buckley  
Episode – Saving Milo's Privates  

X   
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By Nancy 
Cassaro-Fracchiolla 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Distinguished National and International Television and Film Performance (continued) 

Family Album (TV series, 1993)  
Episode – Will You Still Feed Me?  
Episode – Salon, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehn, 

Goodbye  
Episode – Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall All  

You Gotta Do Is Call...  
Episode – Guardian Angel  
Episode – Sibling Revelry  
Episode – Pilot  

X   

Goodfellas (film, 1990) X   
Awards and Honors 

New Yorker Cartoon, 1993   X 
George Estabrook Distinguished Service Award, 

Hofstra University, 1991 
  X 

Chaplin Comedy Award, 1988   X 
Drawn by Al Hirschfeld for the New York Times 

Weekend Section, 1988 
  X 

 
Appendix A contains a sampling of materials provided by the applicant, Nancy Cassaro-
Fracchiolla, as documentation of her Eminence in the field of Drama. 
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Education Code and Title 5 Regulation References 
 
Education Code section 44262  
Upon the recommendation of the governing board of a school district, the commission may issue 
an eminence credential to any person who has achieved eminence in a field of endeavor taught or 
service practiced in the public schools of California. This credential shall authorize teaching or 
the performance of services in the public schools in the subject or subject area or service and at 
the level or levels approved by the commission as designated on the credential. 
 
Each credential so issued shall be issued initially for a two-year period and may be renewed for a 
three-year period by the commission upon the request of the governing board of the school 
district. Upon completion of the three-year renewal period, the holder of an eminence credential 
shall be eligible upon application for a professional clear teaching credential. 
 
Title 5 Regulations 
Section 80043. Statement of Employment and Verification of Qualifications 
(a) When considering an application for an Eminence Credential, the Commission shall be 
guided by the following definition of an eminent individual: The eminent individual is 
recognized as such beyond the boundaries of his or her community, has demonstrably advanced 
his or her field and has been acknowledged by his or her peers beyond the norm for others in the 
specific endeavor. The employing school district shall demonstrate how the eminent individual 
will enrich the educational quality of the school district and not how he or she will fill an 
employment need. 
 
(b) Pursuant to Section 44262 of the Education Code, issuance of an Eminence Credential shall 
be based upon a recommendation from the governing board of the school district, a statement of 
employment, submission of the fee(s) established in Section 80487 and a verification of the 
applicant's eminence qualifications. 
 
(1) The Statement of Employment in the district shall include the proposed assignment of the 
credential applicant, and a certification of the intention of the district to employ the applicant if 
granted an Eminence Credential.  
 
(2) The verification of eminence qualifications of an applicant for an Eminence Credential shall 
include:  
 
(A) Recommendations, which may be from, but need not be limited to, the following: 
professional associations; former employers; professional colleagues; any other individuals or 
groups whose evaluations would support eminence; and  
 
(B) Documentation of achievement, which may include, but need not be limited to, the 
following: advanced degrees earned; distinguished employment; evidence of related study or 
experience; publications; professional achievement; and recognition attained for contributions to 
his or her field of endeavor.  
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(3) The Commission shall provide notice to the public of those individuals for whom it is 
considering issuing Eminence Credentials. Any association, group, or individual may provide the 
Commission with a written statement regarding the qualifications of an individual under 
consideration for an Eminence Credential.  
 
(c) The Commission may assign certification staff the authority to review eminence applications 
to determine if an individual meets the definition of eminence pursuant to Section 44262 of the 
Education Code and (a) above. 
 
(1) If staff concludes an applicant meets the definition, staff shall forward the application to the 
Commission for review and action at the next available meeting.  
 
(2) If staff concludes an applicant does not meet the definition, staff shall deny the application.  
 
(A) If the staff denies an application for eminence, the employing school district requesting the 
Eminence Credential may request that staff reconsider its determination upon submission of new 
evidentiary material relevant to the reason(s) for denial, that was not available at the time the 
application was initially submitted to the Commission.  
 
(B) If staff determines that, based on the new supporting information, the applicant now meets 
the definition of eminence, staff shall forward the application to the Commission for review and 
action at the next available Commission meeting.  
 
(C) If upon review of the new supporting information, staff determines that there is no new 
evidence that provides additional support of the applicant's eminence, the district's eminence 
application will be placed on the Commission's consent calendar with a staff recommendation for 
denial.  
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 44225 and 44253.9, Education Code. Reference: Section 44262, Education Code.  
 

Section 80044. Scope of Eminence 
A person may obtain an Eminence Credential if the subject or service in which the work is 
determined to exhibit eminence is one which a school board wishes to have taught or practiced in 
its district. 
 

Note: Authority cited: Section 44225, Education Code.  
 

Section 80045. Renewal of Eminence Credential. 
(a) The Commission staff shall renew an Eminence Credential for three years upon receipt of an 
application for renewal with a written statement of support from the governing board of the 
school district adopted in a public meeting and submission of the fee(s) established in Section 
80487. 
 
(b) The Commission staff shall issue a Professional Clear Eminence Teaching Credential at the 
end of five years of possession of the Eminence Credential with a written statement of support 
from the governing board of the school district adopted in a public meeting, submission of an 
application and the fee established in Section 80487. 
 

Note: Authority cited: Section 44225, Education Code. Reference: Section 44262, Education Code. 
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