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Executive Summary: The Governing 
Board of Palisades Charter High School, a 
Charter School in Los Angeles County, 
recommends to the Commission, the 
issuance of a credential based on 
Eminence to Mr. Richard Steil in the 
subject of Photography.  

Recommended Action: Staff traditionally 
does not make a recommendation on 
Eminence Credentials. 
 
Presenter: Edye Ipsaro, Associate 
Analyst, Certification, Assignment and 
Waivers Division  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 REVISED 

 C&CA 5A-1 June 2009 

 
Request for Consideration of Eminence Credential 

 

 
Introduction  
The Governing Board of Palisades Charter High School, a Charter School in Los Angeles 
County, by resolution, adopted on March 17, 2009, in accordance with Education Code Section 
44262 recommends to the Commission the issuance of a credential based on Eminence to Rick 
Steil in the subject of Photography. 
 
Background 
Education Code Section 44262 allows the Commission to issue an Eminence Credential to any 
person who has achieved eminence in a field of endeavor commonly taught or a service 
practiced in the public schools of California.  California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 
80043(a) defines an eminent individual as one who is recognized as such beyond the boundaries 
of his or her community, has demonstrably advanced his or her field, and has been 
acknowledged by his or her peers as beyond the norm for others in the specific endeavor.   
 
The Commission has determined that an individual who has achieved eminence in the three 
areas that define eminence in a field would meet the following requirements: 
 

• The individual is recognized as eminent beyond the boundaries of his or her 
community: To meet this requirement the individual must be renown outside his geographical 
community with more merit given to interstate and international recognition. 
 
• Demonstrably advanced his or her field: To meet this requirement an individual must 
provide documentation of advanced degrees; distinguished employment in the field/endeavor; 
contributions to the field include evidence of authorship or research indicating a high level of 
expertise. 
 
• Acknowledged by his or her peers as “beyond the norm” in the specific endeavor:  To 
meet this requirement the employing agency and the candidate must submit all of the following:  

 

1) Letters from former employers, professional colleagues and other experts in the field, 
relating to the individual’s recognized expertise or position of prominence in their field 

2) Documents evidencing extraordinary ability worthy of distinction 
3) Evidence of major, national or international awards recognizing uncommon    

achievement in and advancement of a particular field or endeavor 
4) Evidence of significant contribution to the field  
5) Authorship of a new or unusually successful method of educating children or the public 

in the field or endeavor 
6)  Extraordinary success in their field  
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The following table outlines the documentation submitted by Palisades Charter High School  
and Rick Steil, nationally and internationally known photographer. 

 
Education 

University of Dubuque, Iowa                                             1977-1980       Marketing/Business  
Brooks Institute, Santa Barbara, California    BA Degree  1982                Illustration 
 
 
Evidentiary Materials Presented By Rick Steil

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
by Peers as 
Beyond the 

Norm 
Commercial Photography 

 
1990  Portrait of Kip Renos, German Vogue  X  X 
1992  Sessa, Too Hot Brazil, Twin Dolphin Resort
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico  

X  X 

1992  Bugle Boy Billboards, Lancaster California X  X 
1993  International Male Campaign, Omni Resort X   
1996  Speedo Campaign, Mexico X  X 
1996  Eddie Bauer Corporation, Seattle, WA  X   
1997  International Male Campaign, Bermuda X  X 
1998  Eddie Bauer Corporation, Bainbridge Island
Washington  

X   

2000  International Male Campaign, Puerto Rico X  X 
2002  International Male Campaign, Florida X  X 
2003  Drapors & Damon’s Campaign, Hawaii X  X 
2006 Catherines Store’s Campaign, California X  X 
2007  Drapors & Damons Campaign, Jamaica X  X 
2007  Catherine’s Stores Campaign, California X  X 
 
Distinguished National and International 
Photography 

   

1988-1989  Mode Magazine,  Australia  X X X 
1988  Boutique de Jardin, Paris, France X X X 
1990  German Vogue, Germany X X X 
1992  Men’s Fitness Magazine, United States X   
1996  Look West Magazine, Western Canada X X  
1998-1999 Eddie Bauer Corporation, Portland,  
Oregon  

X   
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By Rick Steil 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
by Peers as 
Beyond the 

Norm 
Client List 

Ambrosi  X   
Apparel Ventures X   
Becca Swimwear X   
California Style X   
Contempo Casuals X   
Broadway Department Stores X   
Bugle Boy X   
Catherines Stores Corporation X   
Dillards Department Stores X   
Drapers & Damons X   
Eddie Bauer Incorporated X   
German Vogue Magazine X   
Grossmont Center Mall    
House of Fabrics X   
International Male X  X 
Janice Brown and Associates X   
KMart Corporation X   
Look West Magazine X  X 
Los Angeles Times Magazine X   
Lunada Bay Swimwear X   
Manhattan Village Mall    
Marke Communications X   
Men’s Fitness Magazine X  X 
Mode Magazine X  X 
Mossimo Corporation X   
Nordstrom X  X 
Norm Thompson X   
Ocean Pacific X   
Pendleton Woolen Mills, Inc. X  X 
Pure Red Creative X   
Signature Eyewear X   
Tog Shop X   
Woolrich X   
Tyra Banks  [Talk Show Host, Model] X   
Cameron Diaz  [Actress]  X   
Jason Priestly  [Actor] X   
Brook Burns  [Miss Teen USA, Actress] X   
Cameron Mathis  [Actor, TV Host] X   
Garcelle Beauvais  [Actress] X   
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By Rick Steil 
 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advances 
Field 

Acknowledged 
by Peers as 
Beyond the 

Norm 
 
Awards and Honors 
1979  “Light and Texture” University of Dubuque,
Dubuque, Iowa 

  X 

1987-1988  Six Cover Shoots for Mode Magazine, 
Sidney, Australia 

X  X 

1988  Boutique de Jardin, Paris, France X  X 
1992 Two Covers  Men’s Fitness Magazine X   
1993  “Influential New Artists Showcase” at  
Beate Works Studio, Los Angeles, California 

 X X 

1993  National Advertising Campaign, Bugle  
Boys Industries, National Billboards, Times 
Square 

X X X 

1995  Mossimo National Ad selected for exhibit, 
Paris Photo Gallery, Los Angeles, California   

 X X 

1998-1999  National /International Campaigns (2) 
for Eddie Bauer Corporation, Seattle, Washington

X  X 

2000-2003  National Campaigns (4) for Pendleton 
Woolen Mills, Portland, Oregon 

X  X 

2005-2006  National Campaigns (2) for TOG 
Shop, Atlanta, Georgia 

X  X 
 

 
Letters in Support of Eminence 

   

Patrick Demarchelier, Demarchelier Studio,  
New York, New York      

X X X 

Michael Reinhart X X X 
Jonathan Bookallil, Jonathan Bookallil 
Photography, New York, New York 

X X X 

Chuck Martin, Executive Producer, Chuck Martin 
Productions,  S. Portland, Maine 

X X X 

Kevin Kapoor, ReForm, Miami Beach, Florida   X X X 
Patrick J. Sprinkel, Scout Napa Valley, Location 
and Production Services, Yountville, California  

 X X 

Lewis Van Arnam, LVA Represents, Inc. 
Brooklyn, New York 

X X X 

Mark Fristad, Mark Fristad Productions,   
Portland , Oregon   

X X X 

Christine Bookallil, President, Strategies 
Investments PTY.LTD, Tamarama, Australia         

X X X 

Franchesca Puskar, Photo Manager and Brand 
Developer, 1987-2006 Eddie Bauer, Inc. 

X   

David, Mimbs, Vice-Pres., Business Development,
PureRed Creative, Atlanta, Georgia 

X  X 
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Professional Affiliations 
1990-2009 Advertising Photographers of America 
 
Reviews and Articles 
2006 Palisadian Post Recording Light, Palisades, California 
2006 Palisadian Post, Palisades High Photography  
 
Educational Contributions 
Amy Dressler Held, Executive, Palisades Charter High School  
Chuck Renfrow  [Retired, Art Educator, Iowa] 
Susan Curren, Art Department Chairperson, Palisades Charter High School, Palisades, CA 
Rob Doucette, Teacher, Palisades Charter High School. Palisades, CA 

 
The following pages contain materials provided by the applicant, Rick Steil, as documentation  
of his Eminence in the field of Photography.  
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