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Request for Consideration of Eminence Credential 

 

 
Introduction  
The Governing Board of Health Sciences High and Middle College, a Charter School in San 
Diego County, by resolution, adopted on June 04, 2007, in accordance with Education Code 
Section 44262 recommends to the Commission the issuance of a credential based on 
Eminence to Dr. Douglas Fisher in the subject of English. 
 
Background 
Education Code Section 44262 allows the Commission to issue an Eminence Credential to 
any person who has achieved eminence in a field of endeavor commonly taught or a service 
practiced in the public schools of California.  California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 
80043(a) defines an eminent individual as one who is recognized as such beyond the 
boundaries of his or her community, has demonstrably advanced his or her field, and has been 
acknowledged by his or her peers as beyond the norm for others in the specific endeavor.   
 
The Commission has determined that an individual who has achieved eminence in the three 
areas that define eminence in a field would meet the following requirements: 
 

• The individual is recognized as eminent beyond the boundaries of his or her 
community: To meet this requirement the individual must be renowned outside his 
geographical community with more merit given to interstate and international recognition. 
 
• Demonstrably advanced his or her field: To meet this requirement an individual must 
provide documentation of advanced degrees; distinguished employment in the field/endeavor; 
contributions to the field including evidence of authorship or research indicating a high level 
of expertise. 
 
• Acknowledged by his or her peers as “beyond the norm” in the specific endeavor:  
To meet this requirement the employing agency and the candidate must submit all of the 
following:  

 

1. Letters from former employers, professional colleagues and other experts in the field, 
relating to the individual’s recognized expertise or position of prominence in their 
field 

2. Documents evidencing extraordinary ability worthy of distinction 
3. Evidence of major, national or international awards recognizing uncommon 

achievement in and advancement of a particular field or endeavor 
4. Evidence of significant contribution to the field  
5. Authorship of a new or unusually successful method of educating children or the 

public in the field or endeavor 
6. Extraordinary success in their field  
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The following tables outline a sampling of the documentation submitted by the Health 
Sciences High and Middle College Charter School Governing Board and Dr. Fisher to 
support the request for a Single Subject Teaching Credential in English based on 
Eminence.   

 
Education 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Language Acquisition and Structure, 1990 
San Diego State University, San Diego, California 
Master’s Degree in Public Health/Health Education, 1992  
San Diego State University, San Diego, California 

Ph. D. in Multicultural Education, 1995 
San Diego State University and Claremont Graduate University Joint Doctoral Program 
 
 
Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advanced 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Language Fluency  
English (Also fluent in American Sign Language 
and Spanish) 

X X X 

 
Professional Experience 
1989 through 1995 – Teacher, Health Science 
Grossmont Community College, San Diego 

 X  

1993 through 1997 - Lecturer and Supervisor of 
teacher interns , SDSU, Department of Teacher 
Education, Special Education and Communicative 
Disorders  

 X  

1993 through 1999  - Project Coordinator, 
Interwork Institute, SDSU Foundation 
Coordinated research and activities for state and 
federal funded grants to include: 
California Dept. of Education, Statewide Systems 
Change 
US Department of Education, Consortium on 
Inclusive School Practices  
US Department of Education, Real  Moves 
US Department of Education, The Intern Model  
California Department of Education, Positive 
Behavior Supports Study 

X X  

1996 to 1997 - Policy Fellow 
National Association of State Boards of Education 
(NASBE), Washington, D.C.  

X X X 

1997 – Adjunct Doctoral Faculty  
University of San Diego 

 X  

1997 – 1998  - Block Leader & Lecturer, San 
Diego State University Teacher Education Dept. 

 X  
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advanced 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
1999 – 2005 - Director of Professional 
Development, City Heights Educational 
Collaborative, San Diego 
Teacher development, pre-service graduate and  
in-service education 

 X  

1998 – 2001 – Assistant Professor of Language 
and Literacy Education, School of Education,   
San Diego State University  (SDSU) 

 X  

2000 to present – Doctoral Faculty Member 
SDSU, USD and Claremont Graduate University 

 X  

2001 and 2003 – Student Teacher Supervisor/ 
Professional Development Coordinator, 
Hoover High School in San Diego 

 X  

2001 through 2004 – Associate Professor of 
Language and Literacy Education with Tenure, 
SDSU, Teacher Education Program 

 X  

2004 to present – Professor of Language and 
Literacy Education , SDSU, Teacher Education 
Program 

 X  

2006 to present  - Co-Director, Center for 
Advancement of Reading, CSU, Long Beach  

 X X 

 
Honors and Awards 
1998 – Golden Bell 
California School Boards Association 

X X X 

2000 – Distinguished Service to Education 
Phi Delta Kappa Honor Society 

X X X 

2000 – Outstanding Faculty Award 
School Of Teacher Education, SDSU   

  X 

2001 – Elected Member, National Conference on 
Research in Language and Literacy 

X  X 
 

2003 - Christa McAuliffe Award for Excellence in 
Teacher Education, American Association of  
State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) 

X  X 

2004 – Celebrate Literacy Award 
International Reading Association 

X  X 

 2004 – The Paul and Kate Farmer English 
Journal Writing Award For Excellence In Writing
National Council of Teachers of English  

X  X 
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advanced 
Field 

Ackowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
 Letters of Recommendation 
Barbara Buswell, Executive Director 
Peak Parent Center, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

X  X 

Donna Ogle, Ed. D., Prof., Reading and Language,
National–Louis University, Skokie, Illinois 

X  X 

Cathy Collins Block Ph.D., Prof. of Education, 
Chancellor’s Distinguished Professor for Creative 
Teaching and Scholarship, Texas Christian 
University and Past, Board of Directors of the 
International Reading Association (2002 – 2005) 

X  X 

Kathleen Hinchman, Ph.D., Professor and Chair 
School of Education Reading and Language Arts 
Center, Syracuse University , New York 

X  X 

Nancy L. Shanklin, Ed. D., Director, Literacy 
Coaching Clearinghouse, a joint project of IRA 
and NCTE, University of Colorado at Denver 

X  X 

Kathy Ganske, Ph. D. Professor of Reading, 
Rowan University, Glassboro, New Jersey  

X  X 

Gay Ivey, Ph. D. 
Associate Professor of Reading Education 
James Madison University, Harrisburg, Virginia  

X  X 

Nancy Brynelson, Co-Director 
Center for Advancement of Reading 
California  State Univ. Office of the Chancellor  

  X 

Sharon Roth, Division Director of Professional 
Development, National Council of Teachers of 
English, Urbana, Illinois  

X  X 

Cathy M. Roller, Director of Research and Policy
International Reading Association, 
Newark, Delaware 

X  X 

 
 
Publications 
Dr. Fisher has authored, co-authored and 
contributed to many books and publications.  He 
submitted evidence of over 40 books, 51 Chapters
and 99 journal articles.  A representative sampling 
of his work is included in this agenda item.  

X X X 

Dr. Fisher is Senior Author of the Glencoe 
Literature Program (grades 6-12).  Dr. Fisher 
designs, develops and field tests the English class 
curriculum.   
 

X X X 
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

 
Recognized 

Beyond 
Boundaries 

 
Advanced 

Field 

 
Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
Dr. Fisher is the Senior Author of the Jamestown 
Reading Intervention Program for Glencoe/ 
McGraw-Hill, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey. 

X X X 

Co-author of Creating Literacy-Rich Schools for 
Adolescents, ASCD, Alexandria, Virginia  

X X X 

Co –author of Improving Adolescent Literacy, 
Pearson, Merrill, Prentice Hall, Columbus, Ohio  

X X X 

Co-author – 50 Content Area Strategies for 
Adolescent Literacy, Pearson, Merrill/Prentice 
Hall, Columbus, Ohio 

X X X 

Co-author – Scaffolded Writing Instruction, 
Scholastic, New York 

X X X 

Co-Author – Implementing a schoolwide literacy 
framework , The Reading Teacher  

X X X 

Co-author – What’s the gist? Summary writing for 
struggling adolescent writers, Voices From the 
Middle, 11(2) , 43-49 

X X X 

Co-author – A stitch in time: Increasing literacy 
achievement in an urban elementary school 
Indiana Reading Journal, 35(2), 51-59 

X X X 

Co-author – More than Instruction: The moves of 
an expert English Teacher,  Illinois English 
Bulletin 94(2), 13-24  

X X X 

Co-author – Seven literacy strategies that work, 
Educational Leadership, 60(3), 70-73 

X X X 

Co-author, Using graphic novels, anime, teen 
magazines and the Internet in an urban high 
school English class, English Journal, 93, 19-25 

X X X 

Co-author –What’s it take to talk, read and write 
like a scientist?, Content Area Reading Journal 

X X X 

 
Memberships 
2006 – 2008  Board Member,  
Literacy Coaching Clearinghouse (IRA & NCTE)

X X  

2005 – 2007  Chairperson,  Adolescent Literacy 
Committee,  International Reading Association 

X X X 

2006 – 2007   Chairperson, School of Teacher 
Education Personnel Committee 

X X X 

2003 - 2005  Member, Adolescent Literacy 
Committee, International Reading Association  

X X  

2005 - 2006 Member, Imperial Valley Campus 
Literacy Search Committee 

 X  
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advanced 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
2003 – 2006  Area Chair, Teacher Education, 
National Reading Conference 

X X X 

2002 – 2004 Member, Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee, San Diego State University 

 X  

2001 – 2003 Member, Field Council, National 
Reading Conference 

X X  

2001 – 2003 Member, Outstanding Children’s 
Book Award Committee, International Reading 
Association 

X X  

1999 – 2000 Member, Outstanding Dissertation 
Award Committee, International Reading 
Association 

X X  

1999 – 2000 Board Member, San Diego Council 
on Literacy 

 X  

National Conference of Teachers of English X X  
National Conference in Research in Language and 
Literacy 

X X  

 
Presentations 
2007 Literacy instruction for all students, 
Colorado Inclusion Conference, Denver  

X X X 

2006  Effects of interactive teacher read 
alouds/shared readings of expository texts on the 
comprehension of struggling intermediate, middle,
and high school students, National Reading 
Conference, Los Angeles 

X X X 

2006 Graphic novels in the classrooms, 
National Council of Teachers of English 
Conference, Nashville, Tennessee  

X X X 

2006  Teaching Reading to all students,   
Keynote Speaker at the Keystone State Reading 
Conference, Pennsylvania 

X X X 

2006 Content literacy strategies that work, 
Charlottesville Professional Development Institute
North Carolina and Loudoun County Professional 
Development Institute, Virginia  

X X X 

2006 Hit the ground running: Teaching English 
Idioms, Colorado Reading Conference, Denver, 
and Conference for Linguistically and Culturally 
Diverse Students, Oak Brook, Illinois.  

X X X 

2005  Vocabulary instruction and assessment, 
National Reading Conference, Miami, Florida  
 

X X X 
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Evidentiary Materials Presented By  
Douglas Fisher 

Recognized 
Beyond 

Boundaries 

Advanced 
Field 

Acknowledged 
as Beyond the 

Norm 
2005 Schoolwide approaches to Literacy 
instruction, Keynote Speaker, International 
Reading Association, San Antonio, Texas 

X X X 

2004 10 writing instructional strategies every 
teacher needs to know, California Reading  
Association Research Institute, San Jose, CA 

X X X 

2004  Improving writing schoolwide 
National Conference of Teachers of English, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

X X X 

2004 Content area reading and writing, 
Workshop for the Macedonia Ministry of 
Education, funded by US AID, Skopje, Macedonia

X X X 

2003 Phonics from a teachers perspective, 
Tenth International Literacy and Education 
Research Network Conference, London, England 

X X X 

 
The following pages contain a representative sampling of the many documents provided 
by Dr. Fisher and the Health Sciences High and Middle College Charter School Board as 
evidence of his involvement and contributions in the field of English.  
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