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Executive Summary: This agenda item presents one
prospective program sponsor for initial institutional
approval by the Commission.

Policy Question: Has the institution reviewed in this
report satisfied the Commission’s requirements for
initial institutional approval?

Recommended Action: That the Commission take
action to approve South San Francisco Unified
School District as eligible to offer educator
preparation in California.

Presenter: Cheryl Hickey, Administrator,
Professional Services Division.

Strategic Plan Goal
1. Program Quality and Accountability

¢ Effectively and efficiently monitor program implementation and outcomes and hold all approved educator
preparation programs to high standards and continuous improvement through the accreditation process.
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Initial Institutional Approval

Introduction
This agenda item presents one prospective program sponsor for initial institutional approval by
the Commission.

Background

An institution that wishes to offer a credential program in California and that has not previously
been declared eligible to offer a credential preparation program must undergo a two-stage
initial accreditation process: 1) initial institutional approval; and 2) initial approval of programs
as described below. Provided below is information on the Initial Accreditation process.

Initial Accreditation is a two-stage process:

1. The prospective program sponsor prepares a complete program proposal that
responds to all preconditions, Common Standards, and appropriate program
standards. The proposal is considered to be the application for accreditation. The
Common Standards document is reviewed by members of the Board of Institutional
Reviewers (BIR) and the Preconditions document is reviewed by staff. The
documents are reviewed for compliance with the appropriate preconditions and the
Common Standards. Once the review process is complete, the application for initial
institutional approval is presented to the Commission for consideration.

2. If the Commission confers initial institutional approval, the institution’s proposed
programs will be reviewed against the relevant program standards and then
forwarded to the Committee on Accreditation (COA) for action. The program
sponsor’s responses to the credential program standards for each program the
institution (sponsor) wishes to offer are reviewed by Commission staff and panels of
expert advisors to determine the sufficiency of the responses.

Once granted initial accreditation, the institution will then be subject to the continuing
accreditation procedures and will participate in the regular accreditation cycle for on-site
reviews.

Request for Initial Institutional Approval for South San Francisco Unified School District

The South San Francisco Unified School District seeks initial institutional approval from the
Commission for the purpose of offering a Commission approved General Education (MS/SS)
Induction program.

South San Francisco Unified School District, located in the peninsula of the San Francisco Bay
Area, consists of 9 elementary Schools, 3 middle schools, and 3 high schools and serves an
estimated population of 67,000 residents and over 9,000 students. The South San Francisco
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Unified School District consists of culturally and economically diverse students from a variety of
cultures and languages from all around the globe.

The stated mission of the South San Francisco Unified School District is as follows:

through collaboration with home and community, to graduate responsible,
productive, and environmentally aware citizens who have the academic and social
skills necessary to contribute to a changing global society, through active
participation in a quality instructional program defined by a challenging and
creative curriculum which ensures opportunities for a diverse population to
experience individual expression and collaborative problem solving in a safe and
stimulating environment.

In keeping with the Commission process for initial institutional approval, South San Francisco
Unified School District submitted its Preconditions document and a document responding to
the Common Standards. The Preconditions document has been reviewed by staff and the
Common Standards document has been reviewed by members of the Board of Institutional
Review (BIR). The Preconditions worksheet is available in Appendix A to this item and the
Common Standards document will be available prior to the Commission meeting on the
Commission’s webpage as follows: http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2014-12/2014-
12-3E-attachment.pdf.

Staff Recommendation

Based upon a determination by a review panel that the entity has met all relevant standards
and requirements, staff recommends initial institutional approval for South San Francisco
Unified School District. If approved by the Commission for initial institutional approval, the
Committee on Accreditation will then consider approval of the proposed induction program.

PSC 3E-2 December 2014


http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2014-12/2014-12-3E-attachment.pdf

Appendix A
Initial Institutional Approval Precondition Review Worksheet

South San Francisco Unified School District

Precondition

Meets
Precondition

How Institution Meets the
Precondition

(1) Accreditation and Academic Credit. To be
granted initial institutional accreditation by the

Superintendent Alejandro
Hogan has verified that the

Commission to become eligible to submit N/A governing board of the
programs or to be granted initial program South San Francisco Unified
accreditation or continuing accreditation by the School District approved
Committee on Accreditation, the program(s) sponsorship of the
must be proposed and operated by an institution induction program at its
that (a) is fully accredited by the Western November 6, 2014 meeting.
Association of Schools and Colleges or another of Because the minutes for
the six regional accrediting associations, and (b) this meeting are
grants baccalaureate academic credit or post unavailable at this time,
baccalaureate academic credit, or both. (This Superintendent Hogan
provision does not apply to professional provided a letter attesting
preparation programs offered by school to this fact, dated
districts.) November 7, 2014. A copy
of Superintendent Hogan’s
For school districts wishing to offer a professional letter is provided in
preparation program, the Superintendent of the Appendix B.
district shall submit verification of the governing
board’s approval of sponsorship of the program.
(2) Responsibility and Authority. To be granted Dr. Leticia Bhatia, the
initial institutional/district accreditation by the Director of Special Projects,
Commission or initial program accreditation or Categorical and English
continuing accreditation by the Committee on Learner (EL) Programs, has
Accreditation, the institution/district shall oversight for all educator
provide the following information. preparation programs
offered by South San
(a) Identify the position within the organizational Ves Francisco Unified.
structure that is responsible for ongoing
oversight of all credential preparation programs The program will be
offered by the institution/district (including coordinated by two
credential programs offered by the extension program coordinators,
division, if any). Loleta Kuwada and Marilyn
Chan.
(b) Provide a description of the reporting Ves
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Precondition

Meets
Precondition

How Institution Meets the
Precondition

relationship between the position described in
(a) and the individuals who coordinate each
credential program offered by the
institution/district. If a reporting relationship is
indirect, describe the levels of authority and
responsibility for each credential program.

The institution provided an
organizational chart
outlining the reporting
relationship between the
two individuals responsible
for coordinating the
credential program and Dr.
Leticia Bhatia. Dr. Bhatia
has supervision and
oversight of the
Coordinators of the
induction program.

(3) Personnel Decisions. To be granted initial Yes South San Francisco Unified
program accreditation or continuing School District verified that
accreditation by the Committee on Accreditation, it has policies in place to
a program of professional preparation must be ensure that all personnel
proposed and operated by an institution/district decisions are made without
that makes all personnel decisions without consideration of differences
considering differences due to gender or other due to gender or other
constitutionally or legally prohibited constitutionally or legally
considerations. These decisions include decisions prohibited considerations.
regarding the admission, retention or graduation Staff has reviewed a copy of
of students, and decisions regarding the South San Francisco Unified
employment, retention or promotion of School District’s
employees. Fair Employment Hiring
Policy and has determined
it is aligned with this
precondition. The Assistant
Superintendent of Human
Resources and Student
Services, currently held by
Dr. Jacqueline McEvoy, has
oversight on the decisions
regarding the admission,
retention, and graduation
of candidates.
(6) Commission Assurances. To be granted initial Yes (a) South San Francisco

program accreditation by the Committee on
Accreditation, the program proposal must (a)
demonstrate that the program will fulfill all of
the applicable standards of program quality and

Unified confirmed that it
will operate the programs
in alignment with all of the
applicable standards of the
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Precondition

Precondition

Meets

How Institution Meets the
Precondition

effectiveness that have been adopted by the
Commission; (b) assure that the
institution/district will cooperate in an evaluation
of the program by an external team or a
monitoring of the program by a Commission staff
member within four years of the initial
enrollment of candidates in the program; and (c)
assure that the institution/district will participate
in focused reviews of one or more aspects of the
program when designated by the Commission.

program quality and
effectiveness that have
been adopted by the
Commission.

(b) South San Francisco
Unified confirmed that it
will cooperate in an
evaluation of the program
by an external team or a
monitoring of the program
by a Commission staff
member within four years
of the initial enrollment of
candidates in the program.

(c) South San Francisco
Unified confirmed that it
will participate in focused
reviews of one or more
aspects of the program
when designated by the
Commission.

(5) Demonstration of Need. To be granted initial
program accreditation or continuing
accreditation by the Committee on Accreditation,
the entity must confirm that there are program-
specific Preconditions that must be met including
preconditions for initial program approval
(Demonstration of Need and Practitioner
Participation in Program Design).

Yes

South San Francisco Unified
School District projects that
during fiscal year 2015-16,
if approved, it will serve
approximately 37
candidates and anticipates
a need to serve 43
candidates during the 2016-
17 academic year.

(6) Requests for Data. To be granted initial or
continuing accreditation by the Committee on
Accreditation, the institution/district must
identify a qualified officer responsible for
reporting and responding to all requests from the
Commission for data including, but not limited
to, program enrollments, program completers,
examination results, and state and federal
reporting within the time limits specified by the
Commission.

Yes

South San Francisco Unified
confirmed that it will
provide data to the
Commission.

Program Coordinators
Loleta Kuwada and Marilyn
Chan will be responsible for
responding to requests for
data under the supervision
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Precondition

Meets
Precondition

How Institution Meets the
Precondition

of the Director of Special
Projects, Categorical and EL
Programs, Dr. Leticia
Bhatia.

(7) Veracity in all Claims and Documentation

Superintendent Alejandro

Submitted Yes Hogan affirmed the veracity
of all statements and

To be granted initial institutional accreditation or documentation submitted

continuing accreditation by the Committee on to the Commission and

Accreditation, the entity must positively affirm understands that evidence

the veracity of all statements and documentation found for a lack of veracity

submitted to the Commission. Evidence of a lack would be cause for denial

of veracity is cause for denial of initial of initial institutional

institutional accreditation or for stipulations from accreditation or for

the Committee on Accreditation. stipulations from the
Committee on
Accreditation.

(8) Grievance Process Superintendent Alejandro

To be granted initial institutional accreditation or Hogan confirms that South

continuing accreditation by the Committee on Yes San Francisco Induction

Accreditation, the sponsor must have a clearly program has a clearly

delineated grievance process for candidates and delineated grievance

applicants. The grievance process information process for candidates and

must be accessible to all candidates and applicants and that the

applicants and the institution must be prepared grievance process

to provide documentation that the candidate has information is accessible to

been informed of the grievance process and that all candidates and

the process has been followed. applicants. Staff has
reviewed the grievance
process provided in the
SSFUSD Participating
Teacher and Support
Provider Handbook and has
determined that this
precondition is addressed.

General Preconditions Established by State Law

(8) Faculty and Instructional Personnel N/A N/A

Participation. All faculty and instructional

personnel who regularly teach one or more

courses in an educator preparation program

leading to a credential, shall actively participate
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Precondition

Meets
Precondition

How Institution Meets the
Precondition

in the public school system at least once every
three academic years, appropriate to their
credential area. Faculty who are not in the
Department, School or College of Education are
exempt from this requirements. Reference:
Education Code Section 44227.5 (a) and (b)

(10) Program and Candidate Specific
Preconditions. An institution which operates an
approved preparation program shall meet all
program specific preconditions, including: a.
Require applicants for program admission to take
the California Basic Educational Skills Test

Yes

Superintendent Alejandro
Hogan confirms that the
proposed program will
meet all program specific
preconditions and that
applicants to the
professional preparation
program at South San
Francisco Unified School
District shall be required to
meet the basic skills
requirements (CBEST).
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Appendix B

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
38B B Slreet, South Ssn Francisco, CA 34080-4423
(650) B77-B700 f Fax (650) S83-4717
www.ssfusd.org

SUPERINTENDENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Agandm Hegan Judin b, Bush

aaurks 0, Gpodman

Palfick Lucy

Phllig & Wales

November 7, 2014
Commisslon an Teacher Credentialing

1900 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento, CA95211-4213

To the Commissian on Teacher Credentialing;
|, Alejandro Hogan, the undersigned Superintendent of the Sauth San Francisco Unlified School
District submit this letter of verification as evidence that the SSFUSD School Beard approved

the proposal for the new SSFUSD BTSA Induction Program on November b, 2014,

Sinceraly,

P |
J & :
. N Pl
Alejandre Hogani

District Superintendent
South San Frandsco Unified Schoal Diskrict
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