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Commission Hosts Gates Foundation, Green Dot Schools 
 
 

SACRAMENTO – The Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) welcomes guest speakers 
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Green Dot Public Schools at its April 22-23, 
2010 meeting.  Greg Sommers, Senior Program Officer at the Gates Foundation, and Cristina de 
Jesus, Chief Academic Officer for Green Dot Public Schools, will be co-presenters of 
“Empowering Effective Teachers: An Overview of Current Efforts to Support the Field.” 
 
Citing strong evidence that the clearest pathway to education success for low-income and 
minority children is effective teaching, the Gates Foundation has funded grants aimed at 
improving teacher effectiveness.  As part of its ongoing efforts to ensure that all high school 
graduates are prepared to be successful in higher education, the Gates Foundation created a $60 
million grant project called The College-Ready Promise.  The grant was awarded to a consortium 
of public charter school organizations in California of which Green Dot Public Schools is a part.  
Mr. Sommers will discuss the work of the Gates Foundation toward improving teacher 
effectiveness, including The College-Ready Promise project; Ms. de Jesus will present 
information on the role of Green Dot Public Schools in this project. 
 
Launched in some of the lowest performing school districts in Southern California, Green Dot 
Public Schools has as its goal the successful preparation of every high school graduate for entry 
into higher education.  By transforming large failing schools into clusters of small, excellent 
schools, Green Dot has made tremendous strides toward ensuring success for its graduates.  
Recent numbers show three-quarters of Green Dot graduates were admitted to four-year colleges 
and universities. 
 
 
 

- More - 



Greg Sommers leads the support for the Intensive Partnership to Empower Effective Teachers 
initiative at the Gates Foundation.  Over the past five years he has supported districts and school 
networks across California, Oregon, and Colorado to improve education outcomes for high 
school students. 
 
Cristina de Jesus oversees all academic programs, curriculum development, training programs 
for administrators and teachers and The College-Ready Promise initiatives at Green Dot Schools. 
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