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Teacher Education Standards Become a Reality

Teacher training programs will need to meet rigorous new state standards to maintain their state
accreditation. The teacher preparation standards are aligned with performance standards for K-
12 students adopted by the State Board of Education. If we want students to meet world class
standards; our teachers must know how to teach to the student performance standards, so that
every child can succeed.

The teacher training standards, adopted by the State Commission on Teacher Credentialing,
September 6, 2001, are the result of 1998 reform legislation authored by Senator Deirdre Alpert
(D-San Diego) and then Assemblymember (now Secretary for Education) Kerry Mazzoni. The
legislation has already:

. aided teacher recruitment by providing multiple pathways to a credential, including
teaching internships and a new, expedited option that allows college students to complete
their subject matter studies and their teacher preparation while obtaining a bachelors
degree;

. provided a program of beginning teacher support and assessment for all first and second
year teachers in California; and

. laid the groundwork for a teacher performance assessment, requiring all would-be
teachers to demonstrate their teaching ability in a classroom setting.

The standards outline all aspects of teacher preparation including subject matter studies, teaching
methodology, and beginning teacher induction.

Research in teacher preparation shows that effective teachers have a strong background in the
subject(s) they teach and have the skills to help students learn the subject. Beginning teachers
who receive systematic support stay in teaching and improve their teaching skills at rates much
higher than those who receive no support. The new teaching standards follow this formula for
success by addressing these three essential aspects of learning to teach.

» Subject Matter Standards outline what elementary school teachers must teach, and align
the subject content with California’s K-12 Academic Content Standards. The Commission is
currently conducting a study of the four core areas for secondary instruction: English, Social



Science, Science and Mathematics. Standards aligned with the K-12 Academic Content
Standards in these subjects will be completed next fall.

» Teacher Preparation Standards include classroom management, reading instruction, child
development, assessing students in relation to the K-12 Academic Content Standards,
intervening to help students meet the K-12 Standards, computer skills, students with special
needs, and English learners. All teacher candidates will be required to demonstrate their
teaching skills through an assessment before they receive a preliminary credential.

* Induction Standards outline support programs for teachers in their first two crucial years of
teaching. The Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment (BTSA) program is available for
beginning teachers in California, but now BTSA, or other approved mentoring programs, will
become part of the credentialing system by tying teacher support, assessment, and success to
earning a full professional clear credential. (This program provides an alternative to the
current university-based professional clear requirement.)

The legislation, SB 2042, passed virtually every legislative hearing with unanimous votes.
Sponsored by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, the bill was supported by a wide range
of organizations including the Association of California School Administrators, the California
School Boards Association, the American Electronics Association, and the State Board of
Education.

The most powerful factor in student achievement is the quality of the teacher. The new teacher
training and assessment standards link teacher candidates to the realities of the classroom.



